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Explaining the Nature of Decision-making Levels in Elementary
School Curriculum Decenteralization: A Qualitative Research

Reza Masouminejad®, Eskandar Fathi Azar?, Firouz Mahmodi?,
Yousof Adib*

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify the appropriate levels of decision-
making in the process of implementing curriculum decentering in the
elementary school. The research method is qualitative and of the synthesis type
(content analysis and documentary study). The research population includes
teachers, experts, professors of universities in West Azerbaijan province, as well
as scientific documents and texts in the field of decentralization in the academic
year of 1997-98. The first sample was purposefully selected and in this regard, a
semi-structured interview was conducted with 19 people and in order to ensure
and validate the accuracy of the data, the researcher's self-review method and
checking by participants (member check technique) used. The second sample
also includes scientific documents and texts of the last 15 years. The
information was obtained through interviews and review of scientific
documents with the method of customary content analysis and five-stage
analysis of Gall, Borg and Gall (1994). Findings show that the decision-making
process for curriculum decenterelization has four levels: social, academic,
institutional and educational, in which the institutional level acts as a link
between academic (theoretical) and educational (practical) level decisions and
its performance has a special place in the theoretical-practical (quasi-practical)
dimension. In fact, the institutional level, with a combination of two levels of
decision-making, acts as the final formulator and provider of learning
opportunities in the classroom.

Keywords: Decision Levels, Decentering, Curriculum, Elementary school.
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