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Explaining Dreyfus’s phenomenological model of skill acquisition and
its implications for teaching profession

Mohsen Bohlooli Faskhoodi'

Abstract
Drevius's
phenomenolegical cxplanation of skill developrnent
over time. This model has five stages: novice,

skill  acquisition  model  is a

advanced  beginner, competent, proficient, and
expert. The more one’s skill increases, the more he/
she distances  himsellfhersell from the rules and
propositional knowledge and finds a kind of skillful
engagement with one’s skill bheslongmg. Teaching
is one of the professions, mentioned in Dreyfus’™s
literature. This research is qualilatve and its method is
descriptive-analytical. The main ssuc of the rescarch
is to investigate the implications of the Dreyfus
skills acquisition model in the teaching profession.
Tor this purpose, it is necessary to first examine the
componen(s of Dreyfus’s phenomenological approach
to skill acquisition, the most important of which are
the relationship between propositional knowledze and
skill, the role of tollowlng rules in skill development,
and the poesilion ol posidon and inluition. Then,
congidering these principles, the implications of
Dreyfins's model of acquiring skills in the teaching
profession from the novice teacher up to the highest
level, ie. the expert teacher was extracted. Findings
shows thal lo expertise n the leaching praclice, lhe
teacher should change histher attiwde from abstract
situations of theoretical ideas to energetic action
m the teal space of the classroom. As a resolt, the
eapert teacher would be able o rely on hissher own
cxperiences in the real-life  classroom  situations
instead of abstract principles and he/she could plan as
she grows in the skill development phase.
Keywords: Phenomenological Caplanation, Skill
Acquisition, Teaching Prolession,  Descriptive-
Analytical Method
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1. skillful coping

2. Intentional Content
3. absorbed coping

4. unconscious coping
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1. knowing-that

2. knowing-how

3. reflection

4. determinate

5. unified

6. thinkable

7. non-conscious

8. theoretical knowledge
9. holistic
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1. mindless coping

2. perceptual
3. conceptual
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1. maximal grip

2. optimal coping
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