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Emotional Interactions in Virtual Internship of Farhangian
University Teacher Trainees

(A Case study of Internship through SHAD Platform at Zanjan
Schools)

Mohammad Reza Khodadust*'
Nastaran Farrokhnia"

Abstract

Effective teaching hinges on both updated knowledge in the respective
field of study and developing as well as maintaining constructive
teacher-student(s) relationships since forming effective emotional
relationship is a wuseful tool in enhancing the quality of
learning/teaching considerably. Meanwhile, due to the lack of direct eye
contact, virtual education through Students’ Virtual Network for
Education (SHAD) has deeply deteriorated the quality and features of
the emotional relationship between the teacher and the student(s). The
present study is an attempt to describe and analyze the procedures for
developing and maintaining teacher-student(s) relationship in SHAD, a
platform approved by Iranian Ministry of Education. In the present case
study on several high school classes in Zanjan, the procedures for
forming virtual emotional relationships between the teacher and
students by means of linguistic and non-linguistic tools is described.
The results of the present study showed that at the start of the academic
year teacher-student(s) relationships was completely serious, formal,
and regulations-based; however, with time and increasing familiarity
and interactions between the teacher and the students, their relationship
was modified and gradually the informal and more intimate
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relationships replaced rather formal relationships. Later, the reasons for
change in this trend were analyzed, and some suggestions are proposed
for fostering effective, continuous, and favorable emotional
relationships in virtual education through SHAD, which can, in turn,
improve learning among the students. Finally, the implications of the
study are discussed and suggestions for further research are proposed.

Key words: Virtual Education, Emotional Interactions, SHAAD,
Farhangian University
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