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Abstract

Within the Islamic world, diverse approaches to education can be delineated, all
of which share the ultimate goal of attaining divine pleasure and proximity to God (rida’
wa qurb Allah). However, these approaches pursue this objective through differing
components. This study examines the traditionalist approach to these components using
qualitative research methods and documentary analysis. The findings indicate that
traditionalists, like other Islamic approaches, regard divine pleasure and proximity as the
ultimate aim of Islamic education. Their distinction lies in their perspective on intermediate
and subsidiary objectives. Their educational principles include literalism (zahir-gira 1), and
fideism (iman-gira’i). In terms of pedagogical methods, they emphasize repetition and
practice (takrar wa tamrin), auditory learning (sama), recitation and indoctrination
(gira’ah wa talgin), and habit formation (‘adat-amizi). Furthermore, in the teaching-
learning process, they place strong emphasis on the teacher’s exemplary role and curricular
content derived from the Qur an and the narrations of the Ahl Bayt.
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