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Abstract

The present study aims to analyse the content of the Friday-prayer and Eid sermons of
Imam Ali (peace be upon him) and to extract the components of faith formation. Using a
qualitative content-analysis methodology, the necessary data were extracted from
Imam Ali’s sermons and, through open coding, the key educational concepts and themes
were categorised. The findings indicate that Imam Ali’s sermons address, in a balanced
manner, both the theoretical and the practical dimensions of faith formation. In the
theoretical dimension, concepts such as tawhid (monotheism) (28.92 %), the afterlife
(‘Agibah) (25.30 %), and prophecy and imamate (45.78 %) are emphasized as the principal
foundations of faith formation. In the practical dimension, piety and avoidance of moral
vices (85.24 %) appear most frequently, while adherence to religious obligations (14.76 %)
is also highlighted as an educational tool. Imam Ali (peace be upon him), in his sermons,
stresses methods such as meaningful learning, role modelling, and learning through
practice for the cultivation of faith. These results can be employed in the design of
doctrinal-education and faith-formation programmes and can assist in nurturing the younger
generation on the basis of epistemic and ethical values.
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