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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: The aim of this research is to apply Lev Vygotsky’s
socio-cultural theory of development in teaching responsibility to
elementary school students. Methods: The research utilizes a descriptive
method and relies on documentary sources to examine the importance of
teaching responsibility as one of the key personal skills for students,
offering potential solutions. Findings: According to Vygotsky, the zone of
proximal development and the child’s cultural-social environment play a
significant role in developing their individual skills. Therefore, the
prerequisite for teaching responsibility to elementary school children
involves enhancing the cultural and social development of both the school
staff and the students, who serve as peer role models, as well as the teachers.
In this regard, teachers can use modeling, feedback and rewards, cognitive
organization, and questioning techniques to teach responsibility. As a
support system, by evaluating the zone of proximal development of
students, teachers can assess responsibility skills through students’
behavioral interactions with their environment and peers, and design
appropriate training for them. Conclusion: To successfully implement and
plan these teachings, strategies such as assigning simple and basic
responsibilities like cleaning the classroom, taking care of equipment, and
managing time, as well as collaborating on group projects, problem-solving,
and participating in teacher-led activities and classroom management
during the later years of elementary education, can be used. Among these,
employing creative educational strategies such as creating responsibility
boards and cycles in the classroom, providing responsibility notebooks,
etc., can serve as motivating and facilitating tools for the teaching process.
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