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The aim of this study is to evaluate the curriculum of the Primary Education
program of the Skill Training Course of article 28 of the Farhangian
University from the perspectives of instructors and trainees in order to
suggest an optimal model. This research is a sequential exploratory mixed-
methods study. A quantitative approach using survey research was used in a
small part, and thematic analysis was used in the qualitative part. The
statistical population included all instructors and trainees of Course 28 in
the academic year 2023-2024 in Hamadan province from among whom,
based on the Morgan’s table, using simple random sampling, 173 skill
learners of the course Article 28 and 24 instructors were selected in the
quantitative section; and 14 instructors were selected in the qualitative
section using purposive sampling (criterion-based) until data saturation was
reached. Semi-structured in-depth interviews were also conducted with
them. For data collection in the quantitative section, a researcher-made
questionnaire adapted from the questionnaire by Ghaderi and Shekari
(2014) and in the qualitative section, a semi-structured interview was used.
The validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by specialized professors,
and its reliability was obtained through Cronbach's alpha, which was 0.8.
For the analysis of quantitative data, descriptive statistics (frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation) and inferential statistics (One-sample
t-test, independent samples t-test, reflective measurement model testing,
structural equation modelling, Standardized Root Mean Square Residual
(SRMR), and Goodness of Fit (GOF)) were employed, while thematic
analysis was used for the qualitative section. The findings of the research
indicated that there is a significant difference between the obtained results
and the hypothetical mean (3). Therefore, it can be concluded that the
existing program for trainees of Course 28 from the perspectives of both
trainees and instructors requires revision. This led to the design of a new
curriculum, which was carried out, ultimately resulting in an acceptable
model and framework.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Skill-based curricula, focusing on the development of practical skills and the integration
of theory and practice, strive to prepare future educators to face diverse educational and
social challenges. The teacher education system aims to train capable teachers for future
generations through skill-based and competency-based curricula. Today, significant
attention is given to skill-based and competency-based curricula in teacher education
systems. The existing curriculum of the elementary education field of the skill training
course article 28 of Farhangian University has shortcomings and cannot adequately
prepare trainees for teaching at the elementary level. Even the trainees themselves, in
various courses, have expressed that the curriculum has not prepared them for teaching
at the elementary level. Given these observations and the results of some research,
evaluating and revising the curriculum of this curriculum has become a fundamental
necessity for researchers. Evaluating the curriculum of the elementary education in the
Article 28 skills training course at Farhangian University, from the perspective of
professors and trainees, and utilizing their knowledge and experiences, can provide a
good basis for presenting a desirable model. Therefore, the purpose of this research was
to examine the opinions of professors and trainees regarding the mentioned curriculum
and to find solutions to improve and enhance the quality of education in the elementary
education curriculum. Consequently, this research aimed to identify the challenges of the
existing curriculum by evaluating the current curriculum of the elementary education
field of the skill training course article 28 of Farhangian University. In essence, it
evaluated the curriculum for Article 28 trainees in the elementary education field from
the perspective of professors and trainees of this curriculum, and based on this, presented
and validated a desirable model for the elementary education curriculum.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

The research is mixed-methods and of a sequential exploratory type. In the guantitative
section, a survey research method was used, and in the qualitative section, thematic
analysis was employed. The statistical population included professors and Article 28
trainees in the academic year 2023-2024 in Hamadan province. Based on Morgan's table
and using simple random sampling, 173 Article 28 teaching trainees and 24 instructors
were selected for the quantitative section; and 14 instructors were selected for the
qualitative section using purposive (criterion-based) sampling until data saturation was
reached, and semi-structured in-depth interviews were conducted with them. For
collecting research data, a researcher-made questionnaire adapted from the questionnaire
of (Ghaderi & Shekari, 2014) was used in the quantitative section, and a semi-structured
interview was used in the qualitative section. The validity of the questionnaire was
confirmed by expert professors, and its reliability was obtained through Cronbach's
alpha, 0.8. For analyzing the quantitative data, descriptive statistics (frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation) and inferential statistics (one-sample t-test and
independent t-test, and reflective measurement model test, structural model tests, overall
model fit test (SRMR) and Goodness of Fit (GOF)) were used, and for the qualitative
section, thematic analysis was used.

FINDINGS

The research findings indicated that in all components of the curriculum (curriculum
logic, curriculum objectives, curriculum content, educational activities, teaching
methods, curriculum time, educational materials, educational groups, educational space,
and curriculum evaluation methods), the existing curriculum for Article 28 trainees is
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not desirable from the perspective of professors and trainees and requires revision. The
results also showed that there was no significant difference between the views of trainees
and professors in all components of the curriculum. The research results, in response to
the question of what is the desired curriculum model for the elementary education field
of the Article 28 training course, showed that the desired curriculum model for
elementary education trainees, according to the opinion of experts and professors of
training courses, was presented in ten main categories including curriculum logic,
curriculum objectives, educational content, educational activities, the role of professors,
educational space, educational time, educational grouping, educational resources, and
educational evaluation. In this model, through main and sub-themes, the main
components of the desired curriculum for Article 28 trainees in the field of elementary
education were introduced and presented, and at the end, it was validated through
statistical tests such as: A: Reflective measurement model test (cv com test). B:
Structural model tests (hypothesis significance test (direct path), R square or R2 test
(coefficient of determination), structural model quality test (Cv Red). C: Finally, the
overall model fit test (SRMR) and the goodness of fit method GOF; which showed that
the results indicate the acceptable validity of the presented model.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

In this research, identifying the weaknesses and shortcomings of the existing curriculum
based on the opinions of professors and trainees helped the researchers to better design
all aspects of the desired curriculum in order to train competent trainees. One of the
objectives considered in the desired curriculum was acquiring the ability to apply
scientific findings and research methods by the trainees during the training course. Also,
attention to practical and applied knowledge; active and participatory teaching methods;
multiple and diverse learning opportunities; providing suitable platforms for acquiring
professional competencies; including specialized courses for the trainees; aligning
education with educational needs; preparing trainees to attend classes; training
thoughtful agents and teachers; solving educational problems related to curricula,
students, or the environment; attention to specialized/subject knowledge appropriate to
the fields of study; attention to educational knowledge in the form of a curriculum based
on teacher competence; linking theory and practice; connection with daily life and the
content of the curriculum; emphasis on process-oriented evaluation, etc., are among the
features of the desired curriculum that have been considered in the presented model and
can help improve the performance of Article 28 trainees. Based on the findings of this
research, it is suggested that curriculum planners and policymakers in the field of teacher
education, as well as professors, use the curriculum model presented in this research.
The results of this research not only help to improve curricula but can also inspire
policymakers and educational officials in future decision-making.
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