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Abstract

One of the newly recognized customs and traditions among the Shiites of India is the
use of the Istikharah (seeking goodness from God) attributed to Imam Zaynal-‘Abidin
(Peace be upon him), which differs from common Istikharah methods. This Istikharah
consists of 111 independent propositions, each of which expresses moral, faith-based, and
practical recommendations with the aim of guiding the individual in decision-making. The
present study, with the aim of introducing this innovative and creative tradition and the
educational, semantic, and psychological analysis of this text, has utilized descriptive
library methods and statistical analysis. The research results indicate that the propositions
are classified into ten semantic categories, where the highest frequency is allocated to the
subjects of reliance (Tawakkul) and trust in God (25%), patience and perseverance (18%),
and the prohibition of haste and the invitation to reflection (15%), and these subjects play a
pivotal role in the semantic structure of the text. Also, these propositions convey specific

functional messages that are categorized into five types: "action", "abandonment of action",
"delay in action", "conditional action", and "swift action". Approximately 68% of the
propositions encourage individuals to some form of action, which indicates the active and
dynamic orientation of this text. A bibliographic examination also shows that 36% of the
propositions are documented by verses of the Qur’an, 27% are derived from Hadith themes,
and the other 36% include moral and mystical recommendations with inspirational content.
This epistemological combination demonstrates the deep connection of the Istikharah with
Shiite traditions and its educational dimensions. Ultimately, the structural analysis of this
Istikharah indicates that the text comprehensively serves as a suitable model for internal
upbringing, moral development, psychological tranquility, religious decision-making, and
the education of Islamic studies to the audiences.
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