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ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives: The acceptance of curriculum innovations
requires a precise understanding of the factors that influence it. This
study was conducted with the aim of identifying and prioritizing the
factors affecting the acceptance of curriculum innovations among
elementary school teachers in Sanandaj, based on the Concern-Based
Adoption Model (CBAM). Methods: A quantitative research approach
and specifically a descriptive-survey strategy were used. The statistical
population of the study was 298 elementary school teachers in
Sanandaj. The sampling technique was simple random method. The
data collection instrument in this study was a researcher-made
questionnaire with 37 questions and a five-point Likert scale.
Descriptive statistics and non-parametric tests were used to analyze the
results due to the non-normality of the data. Parametric tests of
Multivariate Analysis Of Variance And Independent T-tests were used
for mean comparisons. All statistical analyses were performed using
SPSS version 26 software. Findings: The results of the study showed
that the main concern of teachers in dealing with curriculum
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

The discussion of curriculum innovation in implementation is a very controversial topic
from a research perspective; because in the curriculum area, the quality of the fit of
innovation in the curriculum process with the needs of learners is of great importance.
Issues such as the complexity of the program or innovation process, the clarity of the
goals and elements or components of the new program, the accessibility of the new
program, the encounters or problems and issues that can be expressed in this context will
determine the quality and fit of the program. Therefore, "So and So" objects to many
innovations that are not in line with the basic needs of learners. One of the reasons why
implementers are less inclined to change is the stressful nature of change itself.
Therefore, the perception of the ease of change can affect the acceptance of curriculum
change, and the lack of perception of ease causes stress and anxiety, and will cause the
new curriculum not to be accepted by teachers. According to what has been stated,
teachers' attitude towards curriculum change is an important factor in accepting
curriculum change, which in turn affects the perception of usefulness and ease, and will
ultimately result in accepting curriculum change. Accepting curriculum change refers to
a process that is based on the decision to follow a specific curriculum or direction in
curricula (Mehrmohammadi, 2010). In a way, it can be claimed that acceptance and lack
of resistance bring the change process one step closer to implementation. In fact, the
implementation of the curriculum depends on the acceptance of the program and the
ability to implement it by the implementation agents who guide and support the
implementation processes. Therefore, considering the above, it is necessary to examine
the extent of acceptance of innovations by teachers based on a specific model (attention-
based acceptance model) to examine the effective factors and types of interventions on
the acceptance of innovations by teachers. Another approach to examining innovation
adoption in the curriculum is the Attention-Based Adoption Model (CBAM). The
Attention-Based Adoption Model describes the process of innovation and innovation
adoption as follows: 1- Research: Studies make previously unproven and ineffective
materials or practices more effective 2- Creation: New approaches or materials are
created, designed, and evaluated to achieve specific goals. 3- Diffusion: The natural
spread of awareness and use of the innovation in the social system occurs through
various communication methods. 4- Publication: Marketing and encouragement of
innovation adoption occur. 5- Adoption: The choice of the innovation is a decision and
its implementation is committed 6- Implementation: The use of the innovation and the
interaction between the system using the innovation to reach a desired point. 7-
Institutionalization: The repeated use of the innovation by users in a balanced state. 8-
Review: A careful examination of the innovation to maximize its results in a specific
situation. 9- Discontinuation: Failure to use the innovation by all or the majority of users.

METHODS AND MATERIALS

A quantitative research approach and specifically a descriptive-survey strategy was used.
The statistical population of the study was 298 elementary school teachers in Sanandaj
city. Simple random sampling was used. The data collection tool in this study is a
researcher-made questionnaire with 37 questions and a five-point Likert scale.
Descriptive statistics and non-parametric tests were used to analyze the results due to the
non-normality of the data. Parametric tests of multivariate analysis of variance and
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independent t-tests were used for mean comparisons. All statistical analyses were
performed using SPSS version 26 software.

FINDINGS

The results of the study showed that the main concern of teachers in facing curriculum
innovations is related to the stages of knowledge and information and personal
components, which have the highest average. Also, the levels of teachers' concerns were
not significant in relation to work experience, educational degree, and gender, while the
field of study showed a significant difference (0.048) with the cooperation variable at the
0.05 level.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The results of descriptive statistics showed that the highest percentage of gender was
related to women (69.1) and then men with values of (30.9). Also, the highest percentage
of frequency was related to individuals with a bachelor's degree and 16 to 20 years of
service experience with values of 74.2 and 28.9, respectively, and 65.1% of the
participants had education in the humanities and 1% in the agricultural sciences. The
concern-based acceptance model is a tool that educational leaders use to evaluate
innovations and shows them how people affected by the change react to the
implementation of these innovations and has been widely used in educational contexts
and to measure concerns related to a wide range of innovations in different countries.
Regarding the question of what are the main concerns of teachers when facing
curriculum innovations? The results indicate that the highest total average occurred in
the informational and personal stages, indicating that teachers were well acquainted with
the philosophy and objectives of the curriculum at this stage of implementation. More
importantly, they reported that they had the necessary capabilities to implement the
innovation. Both the information and personal stages describe teachers' own concerns
and therefore include the innovation self-concern stage. Self-concern refers to teachers'
own concerns about their ability to function in the school environment, as in the
information stage teachers express concerns about the nature of the innovation and the
requirements for its implementation. Therefore, in the present study, the corresponding
mean values indicate that teachers did not focus on the innovation self-concern stage as
expected. On the other hand, according to the mean task-related concerns, teachers are in
a favorable position to deal with daily teaching tasks, especially in relation to constraints
such as large numbers of students in the classroom and lack of resources.
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