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Background and Objectives: Group reading enthusiasm
encompasses an individual's desire to gain knowledge, pursue goals,
and make collective efforts to achieve them. This enthusiasm leads to
better learning, increased focus and effort, and persistence. The
purpose of the present study was to investigate the effect of the
problem-based learning method on students' enthusiasm for group
reading in third-grade students in District 6 of Isfahan.

Methods: The research method was a quasi-experimental design with
a pre-test-post-test design with a control group. The statistical
population included all third-grade students in District 6 of Isfahan in
the academic year 1403-1404, of which 30 were randomly assigned to
two experimental and control groups using a random sampling
method. The research instrument included a researcher-made Group
Reading Enthusiasm Questionnaire. In order to determine the validity
(content), the judgment of professors and experts was used, and the
reliability of the questionnaire was obtained through Cronbach's alpha
equal to 0.90.

Findings: The results of multivariate analysis of covariance and
univariate analysis of covariance showed that the problem-based
learning method was effective on the enthusiasm for group reading and
its dimensions in third grade students in the post-test stage (p<0.001).
The results also showed that the problem-based learning method was
significantly effective on increasing the level of enthusiasm for group
reading and its dimensions in third grade students in the post-test stage
(p<0.001). The problem-based learning method improved at least one
of the dimensions of group reading in the post-test stage. The results
indicate that 85.6% of individual differences in interest in group
reading, 77.8% in group reading skills, 72% in group activities, and
76% in group question and answer in the post-test stage are related to
the differences between groups or the effects of problem-based
learning.

Conclusion: Considering the positive results of problem-based
learning on students' enthusiasm for group reading, it is suggested that
this approach be seriously included and developed in school curricula.
This can help increase student motivation and engagement in the field
of study.
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