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Background and Objectives: Developments brought about by new
technologies, especially artificial intelligence, have transformed the
role of teachers and have made the concept of the “thinking teacher”
prominent in the teacher education literature. However, student
teachers’ understanding of this role remains ambiguous and
contradictory. This study aimed to explain student teachers’ lived
experience of the concept of the thinking teacher in the face of
emerging technologies.

Methods: The study was conducted using a qualitative and descriptive
phenomenological method. Ten elementary education student teachers
who had completed at least one semester of internship and had basic
familiarity with technology were purposively selected. Data were
collected through semi-structured interviews and analyzed based on
the Claise model. Participant review and cross-validation by two
independent coders were used to enhance validity.

Findings: Data analysis revealed three main themes: 1) perceptual
disconnection towards technology, 2) ambiguous role of the reflective
teacher, and 3) openness to change if supported. Six subthemes were
also identified: mental image of technology, impact of technological
training on professional identity, challenges of internship, role of
support and mentoring, technical and psychological barriers, and
informed acceptance of technology. Overall, the student teachers’
experience was influenced by three categories of factors: personal
(fears and technological unfamiliarity), environmental (lack of
technology-oriented role models in internship), and educational
(faculty support and structured training).

Conclusion: Student teachers’ understanding of the role of the
technology-aware teacher is not yet complete, but there is potential for
change with training and support. Rethinking internships, technology-
enabled education, and the active role of supervisors can facilitate the
informed adoption of technology and strengthen the professional
identity of future teachers.
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