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Abstract

The purpose of the present study is to answer the question of what structure and
components the three-level model for teaching the critique of emergent spiritual movements
based on Islamic education possesses, and how it can be applied in critiquing the
intellectual-educational system of Zen Buddhism. In order to achieve this goal, the present
research, employing a descriptive-analytical method and a comparative approach, through
the exploration of authentic Islamic texts and credible Zen sources, proceeded to design a
structured model at three levels: assessing philosophical-theological foundations, analyzing
educational-practical methods, and evaluating individual and social consequences. The
research findings indicated that the Zen school, despite its superficial attractions, suffers
from a panentheistic ontology and an anti-rational epistemology at the level of foundations;
at the level of methods, it relies on techniques lacking rational and moral backing; and
at the level of consequences, it leads to extreme individualism and the neglect of social
responsibilities. In contrast, Islamic education, by presenting a monotheistic (Tawhidi),
nature-centric (Fitrah-oriented), and rational system, offers a comprehensive framework for
the critique of these movements. The innovation of this research lies in presenting a
systematic and generalizable model for teaching the critique of contemporary spiritual
currents, which can be utilized by educational and cultural institutions in an intelligent
confrontation with the spiritual challenges of the present era.
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