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Abstract

“Model-based education” (or “pedagogy of modeling”) is regarded as one of the most
effective educational approaches because of the concrete, tangible role that models play in
the learning process—especially during childhood, when learning occurs primarily through
observation and imitation. The present study was conducted to explore the personality
components of religious role models in children’s literature for the age group “A and B.”
The research design was descriptive-analytical, and thematic analysis was employed
for data examination. The study population comprised children’s storybooks in three
categories—Divine Prophets, the Imams (peace be upon them), and their offspring—within
the age groups “A and B” published from 1390 to 1402 (2011-2023). Classification of the
findings proceeded in three levels: basic, organizing, and comprehensive. The results
indicated that the personality components of the religious role models in the corpus consist
of ten main themes: guidance and leadership, theism and repudiation of tyranny, religious
legitimacy, transcendent powers, moral excellence, social acceptance, patience amid
adversity, altruism, justice-seeking, and prudence. Overall, the representation of religious
exemplars lacks sufficient personality cohesion, and an excessive focus on certain
dimensions yields a one-dimensional, caricatured portrait of the role models. Moreover,
some narratives are presented without regard to children’s emotional and cognitive
comprehension levels and therefore do not maintain a meaningful connection to the child’s
real world. The findings suggest that an active and inspiring representation of role models,
the establishment of meaningful links between narratives and children’s everyday life, and
the incorporation of contemporary examples can provide a more balanced content structure
and enhance the efficacy of model-based education in children’s literature.
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