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Background and Purpose: the curricula play an effective role in forming
the teachers' professional competences. The objective of the present study
was to determine the degree of conformity of educational sciences curriculum
at undergraduate level to the professional competence of primary school
teachers working in the city of Isfahan. Methods: it was an applied study with
the quantitative approach and was administered through descriptive-survey
method. The statistical population was 257 teachers with BA degree in
educational sciences in the city of Isfahan from whom 152 were selected as
the sample through stratified random sampling method. The data were
collected via researcher-made questionnaire according to Huntly theory in
three aspects including knowledge, practice and professional commitment.
The viewpoints of the experts in educational sciences were used to investigate
the content validity and so was Cronbach's alpha coefficient to determine the
reliability. The data analysis was conducted via SPSS22 and AMOS22
software. Findings: first, the factor structure of the model investigating the
teachers' knowledge, practice and professional commitment was analyzed via
confirmatory factor analysis method in the framework of structural equations
modeling. The results of the indices of model goodness of fit showed that the
model under study has appropriate goodness of fit. Moreover, one sample T-
test was used to answer the study questions regarding the conformity of the
curriculum to the mentioned teachers' knowledge, practice and professional
commitment. The results showed that the mean of conformity of curriculum
to the professional competences of the mentioned teachers in the aspects of
professional knowledge, professional practice and professional commitment
is higher than average. The mean of conformity of curriculum was 4.021 in
the aspect of professional knowledge, 3.996 in the aspect of professional
practice and 4.226 in the aspect of professional commitment. Conclusion: the
curriculum in the major of educational sciences at undergraduate level
conforms to the primary school teachers' professional competence and the
aspects of the teachers' knowledge, practice and professional competence
were attended to in the mentioned curriculum; therefore, attending to the
teachers' curriculum is vital in educating competent teachers.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The teacher plays a pivotal role in teaching-learning process and the quality of
education largely depends on his/her professional performance (Zandieh, 2017).
International and domestic documents such as the statement of children rights and
"the document of fundamental reforms in education" emphasize the role of teacher
as an educational trainer who is responsible for moral, social, cultural and
religious growth of the students (Malek Afzali and Hemmat Bari, 2022; document
of fundamental reforms, 1991). In Huntley's viewpoint (2004), realizing this
multidimensional role entails enjoying professional competences in three
dimensions of professional knowledge, professional action, and professional
commitment. However, investigating the content of the syllabi of educational
sciences shows that most of the educational material is far from real needs of
schools and present educational reforms and the evaluation system is inefficient
(Eivazi et.al., 2023; Carvacal et.al. 2020). In addition, present studies have less
attended to the employed teachers and those graduated in the discipline of
educational sciences, while careful understanding of the quality of the plans
requires understanding the experience of the people who are engaged in the school
atmosphere and the facts of teaching profession. Therefore, the present study has
been conducted to investigate the degree of the conformity of undergraduate
syllabi in educational sciences to the professional competences of primary school
teachers in three fields of professional knowledge, professional action, and
professional commitment and it is expected that its findings would be the guide in
revising and promoting the quality of teacher training and help the improvement
of the students' learning and the increase of the education system efficacy besides
recognizing merits and demerits of the syllabus.

Methodology

The present study is applied and descriptive-survey. The statistical population
includes all primary school teachers employed in the city of Isfahan with the
master degree in educational sciences (257 teachers). The sample size of 152 was
determined via Morgan table and the samples were selected through clustered
random sampling method appropriate to the size of six zones. Data collection tool
was the researcher-made questionnaire according to Huntly components which
were compiled after investigating scientific texts and some stages of reformation.
Face and content validity of the questionnaire were confirmed by two professors
specialized in educational sciences. The final questionnaire included 48 items in
three main dimensions: professional knowledge (16 items), professional action
(18 items) and professional commitment (14 items), the answers were organized
according to five-degree Liker scale. The construct validity of the questionnaire
was investigated through confirmatory factor analysis in AMOS22 software. The
results showed that the factor loads of all the items are significant and sub-models
of the measurement was confirmed. The instrumental reliability was achieved 90.0
for the professional knowledge, 93.0 for the professional action, 92.0 for the
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professional commitment and 96.0 for the whole instrument. After ensuring about
the reliability and validity, the questionnaires were given to the teachers both
direct and virtual. Finally, the data were analyzed via SPSS22 and AMOS22
software.

Findings

The results showed that the mean score of the teachers' perception from the
suitability of the syllabus of social sciences to professional competencies is higher
than average (mean=01.196, SD=928.25, p<0.05). Among the dimensions,
professional action had the highest rank with the mean of 71.94 and the
professional knowledge had the lowest with 64.34; professional commitment, too,
was higher than average with the mean of 59.74. Structural equations analysis
revealed that the syllabus pathways toward three main components are significant
and positive: professional knowledge (p<0.001, p=0.41), professional action
(p<0.001, B=0.53) and professional commitment (p<0.001, f=0.48). Moreover,
factor loads revealed that the professional action has the highest (A= 0.82) and the
professional knowledge has the lowest effect (A== 0.61) in explaining the model.
The goodness of fit indexes of the model was reported at desirable level
(RMSEA=0.014, GF1=0.813, CFI=0.913). These findings show that although the
syllabus of educational sciences at undergraduate level has had suitable
performance in empowering professional action and commitment, there are
weaknesses in the dimension of professional knowledge.

Discussion & Conclusion

The present study revealed that the syllabus of educational sciences at
undergraduate level has been effective in promoting teachers' scientific skills and
empowering professional commitment; however, some serious demerits are
observed in the field of professional knowledge. It proves that although teachers
have acceptable performance in class management, effective communication and
playing the educational roles, they need more empowerment in the areas such as
research, scientific criticism, interpreting educational data and employing modern
educational technologies. So, revision in the content of theoretical lessons and
integrating them with field activities is of high necessity. In this revision, the
emphasis should be put on including subjects such as educational research
methods, organizing the content, application of modern media and producing
functional knowledge in order to reinforce the link between theoretical knowledge
and scientific experience of teachers. In addition, designing lesson units to
promote digital literacy and training combined teaching can increase the teachers'
power in responding to the learners' various needs. On the other hand, providing
lifelong learning opportunities, nurturing professional self-evaluation and
exercising facing moral situations through deliberative projects, will enrich the
capacity of teachers' professional commitment. Finally, holding in-service courses
based on the competence and real evaluation of the performance in the educational
environment can pave the way to promote the teachers' competencies continually.
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