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ABSTRACT'

Background and Purpose: Qualitative Analysis of Teachers' Strategies in Making Elementary
Students Responsible: A Phenomenological Approach.

Methodology: The present study is applied in terms of purpose, descriptive and survey in terms
of data collection, and qualitative (phenomenological) in terms of research approach and method.
The statistical population included all elementary school teachers in Semnan in the academic year
2025-2026, and the sampling method (purposive - snowball) and sample size were determined by
theoretical saturation method (15 people). The data collection tool in this study is a semi-structured
phenomenological interview. To analyze the data collected from the interviews, the
phenomenological content analysis method, the Claise model, was used. Validation techniques
were used to verify the validity of the measurement tool, and the test-retest reliability method was
used to verify the reliability of the measurement tool.

Results: In the conceptual map for school, family, and community responsibility strategies, 4
main themes were determined: understanding the concept, behavioral strategies, emotional
experience, and contextual factors of responsibility, and 14 organizing themes including planning
and organizing, following up and perseverance, asking for help from others, self-control and time
management, performing assigned tasks, commitment and supervision, personal responsibility,
social responsibility, competence and capability, satisfaction and pride, belonging and connection,
individual and family context, school, and socio-cultural context.

Conclusion: It was shown that educational models or programs can be designed to strengthen
responsibility strategies in elementary school students. These models can include group activities,
practical projects, and collaborative programs that are implemented in classrooms.
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Extended abstract

Introduction: Students who learn responsibility in school learn how to think about ways to help each
other in a larger situation to solve problems. Accordingly, the education system should connect students
with each other, teach them to think and solve problems, and grow into responsible individuals in society.
Responsibility is a process that a person must learn from early childhood in order to responsibly deal
with the numerous tasks they face at different stages of life. Responsibility is a conscious, unforced
choice in determining one's behavior and how to treat others in social relationships. Responsibility takes
place during active learning in the school environment, and it is important to create conditions for the
formation of responsible personalities in children.

The success of any educational system in the field of student responsibility practically establishes and
forms a human society that has indicators of social and cultural development. Responsible individuals,
while receiving greater and better social acceptance, are more diligent, less procrastinating, more loyal
to their duties, less anxious, and ultimately perform better. A responsible individual, considering the
structural framework of his/her individual and social duties, while committing to complying with them
at all stages of life, also fully accepts responsibility for their consequences. Responsible behavior is
considered one of the indicators of a healthy person in any society, for this reason, one of the most
important goals of educational systems is the development of social skills, including responsibility.
Background and Objectives: A qualitative analysis of responsibility strategies in elementary school
students is based on a phenomenological approach Case study: Elementary school teachers in Semnan
city. Accordingly, the education system should connect students with each other, teach them to think
and solve problems, and become responsible individuals in society.

Methodology: The present study is applied in terms of purpose, descriptive and survey in terms of data
collection, and qualitative (phenomenological) in terms of research approach and method. The statistical
population included all elementary school teachers in Semnan in the academic year 1403-1404, and the
sampling method (purposive - snowball) and sample size were determined by theoretical saturation
method (15 people). In phenomenological research, the goal is to select samples rich in information that
can best represent the experience of the phenomenon under study. The data collection tool in this study
is a semi-structured phenomenological interview. To analyze the data collected from the interviews, the
phenomenological content analysis method, the Claise model, was used. Face and content validity were
approved by experts and specialists. In order to ensure the reliability or dependability of the research,
parallel coding and the organization of structured processes for recording, writing, and interpreting data
were carried out. In addition, test-retest was used to ensure the reliability of the measurement tool,
Validation techniques were used to verify the validity of the measurement tool, and the test-retest
reliability method was used to verify the reliability of the measurement tool.

Findings: In the conceptual map for school, family, and community responsibility strategies, 4 main
themes were determined: understanding the concept, behavioral strategies, emotional experience, and
contextual factors of responsibility, and 14 organizing themes including planning and organizing,
following up and perseverance, asking for help from others, self-control and time management,
performing assigned tasks, commitment and supervision, personal responsibility, social responsibility,
competence and capability, satisfaction and pride, belonging and connection, individual and family
context, school, and socio-cultural context. Providing responsibility according to the students' abilities,
delegating responsibility to students, providing various responsibilities, assigning safe activities,
teacher's timely presence in class, teacher's responsibility in action and behavior, providing appropriate
role models, material and spiritual encouragement, feedback on activities, proper behavior with students,
teaching the concept of responsibility, student participation in educational, cultural, etc., participation in
school work, requesting work reports, and insisting on completing homework. We have achieved
delegating responsibility, delegating responsibility from childhood, delegating responsibility to create
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motivation, placing the student in a real environment, boosting self-confidence, giving effective self-
confidence, accompanying parents in tasks, paying attention to students, cooperating with parents in
responsibilities, giving feedback by parents on tasks, giving feedback for repeating tasks, encouraging
and positive feedback by the family, teaching responsibility, and having a pet. Doing things right,
organizing things, performing tasks in the best way, developing a sense of usefulness and self-
confidence, establishing good relationships, preparing students for social life, creating a citizenship
identity, upward movement of society, progress of society, and empowerment of individuals in society
were achieved.

Discussion and Conclusion: It was shown that educational models or programs can be designed to
strengthen responsibility strategies in elementary school students. These models can include group
activities, practical projects, and collaborative programs that are implemented in classrooms. Regarding
school and teacher strategies for increasing student responsibility, we found 6 main theme codes with
the titles: student participation in school activities, teacher role models in responsibility, providing
positive and negative feedback to students, delegating responsibility to students and monitoring their
activities, teaching the concept of responsibility based on students' age, and teacher management of
student activities. Schools and teachers can be very effective in increasing students' responsibility by
assigning different responsibilities appropriate to the students' age, encouraging students to participate
in group activities, managing and supervising their activities, providing correct feedback on assigned
activities, being a role model for teachers and showing responsibility in their work, and teaching the
concept of responsibility appropriate to the students' age and gender. Families can also be very effective
in increasing students' responsibility by assigning responsibilities appropriate to the children's age,
giving them high self-confidence effectively and appropriately, cooperating with students in assigned
activities, providing correct feedback and encouragement for assigned activities, teaching responsibility
from childhood, and assigning responsibilities to pets to children. Teaching responsibility from
childhood is very effective in performing tasks correctly in adulthood, as a result of the progress of
society in every field.

Suggestions:- Examine the role of contextual factors: Responsibility is not a single and isolated
characteristic, but is formed under the influence of various contextual factors. Future research should
examine the role of contextual factors such as school culture, teacher teaching styles, student
relationships, and family support in developing responsibility in elementary school students. This can
be done through field observations, interviews with various stakeholders, and analysis of relevant
documents.

- Comparing different approaches: The phenomenological approach is one of the appropriate approaches
for exploring qualitative concepts such as responsibility. However, comparing the findings from this
approach with those from other approaches such as narrative research, grounded theory, and case studies
can help to gain a more comprehensive and in-depth understanding of this concept. Future research can
identify the strengths and weaknesses of each approach in examining student responsibility by adopting
a mixed or comparative approach.
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