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The present study aimed to examine the effect of analytical instruction of
contemporary Persian short poems on improving critical thinking and
writing skills among eleventh-grade female students. The instruction was
implemented over six sessions with an emphasis on conceptual, linguistic,
and imagery-based analysis of poems by Houshang Ebtehaj. The research
employed a quasi-experimental design with a pretest—posttest control
group. The statistical population consisted of eleventh-grade students
from a public high school, and 40 female students were selected through
convenience sampling. Data were analyzed using paired-samples t tests,
independent-samples t tests, and effect size indices. The findings showed
that the mean scores of critical thinking and writing skills in the
experimental group significantly increased compared with both the pretest
and the control group (p < 0.001). The eta squared values were 0.997 for
critical thinking and 0.956 for writing skills, indicating a very large effect
of the intervention. Overall, the results suggest that analytical instruction
of short poems can serve as an effective approach for enhancing students’
cognitive abilities and writing skills; however, further studies with larger
samples are recommended to increase the generalizability of the findings.
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