**(*)- *_Kk kkkkhk hkkk
o . f

(o)

Title of Journal ®

UEAEE)

Analyzing the Themes of Teacher Education Research in Iran: A
Thematic Review of Eight Decades of Academic Works (1936-2025)

Sadegh Hatami**'2', MohammadReza YousefZadeh choosari?

1. Corresponding author, Ph.D. Candidate, Faculty of Humanities, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan,
Iran. E-mail: Sadeghhatami65@gmail.com
2. Department of educational sciences, Faculty of Humanities, Bu-Ali Sina university, Hamedan, Iran..
E-mail: nimrooz@basu.ac.ir

Sadegh Hatami http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8395-1789
Mohammad Reza Yousefzadeh Choosari http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1667-1859
ABSTRACT
Background and Objectives: Teacher education in Iran, as one of the
Article type: fundamental pillars of the national education system, has consistently been the
Research Article subject of academic inquiry and research. The present study aims to analyze the

themes of scholarly works—including articles, theses, and dissertations—related
to teacher education over the past eight decades in Iran. Methods: Adopting a
qualitative approach and employing thematic analysis, this study examined a total
of 2,479 research documents. The analytical process was conducted in three
stages—open, axial, and selective coding—through which the main and sub-
themes of the studies were identified and historically clustered to trace thematic
trends over time. Findings: The results indicated that the research topics in Iranian
teacher education can be categorized into se veral major domains: *curriculum,
pedagogy, and professional competencies; professional development, practicum,
and transfer to practice; identity, ethics, and philosophical foundations;
psychological wellbeing, motivation, and professional resilience; and structure,
management, and technology. A historical analysis revealed a gradual shift from

Keywords: an early emphasis on normative and institutional discussions toward more applied
Teacher Education; and competency-based research orientations. Conclusion: By synthesizing and
Thematic Analysis; analyzing the existing themes, this study provides a comprehensive overview of
Farhangian University; the academic discourse on teacher education in Iran across eight decades. Despite

History of Teacher
Education; Professional
Competencies

thematic diversity, the findings highlight persistent gaps such as limited attention
to socio-cultural dimensions, insufficient innovation in curriculum design, and
inadequate preparation of teachers for uncertain future conditions. These insights
can inform policymakers and teacher education institutions in rethinking strategic
frameworks and designing forward-looking programs for the next generation of

_ teachers L
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