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Background and Objectives: Undoubtedly, one of the goals and
responsibilities of education is to prepare students to enhance their
entrepreneurial abilities, develop graduates’ skills, and understand the
scientific developments of the future world. Considering the lack of
independent qualitative research addressing the requirements and strategies
of entrepreneurship education in primary schools, and the absence of
consensus in previous studies, the present study aimed to identify the
requirements and strategies of entrepreneurship education in elementary
schools with an emphasis on the teachers’ professional roles.

Methods: The present study is applied in terms of its purpose and
qualitative in terms of its nature and data. The participants of the study
consisted of experts in entrepreneurship education and specialists in
educational sciences. The participants were selected through purposive
sampling based on the principle of theoretical saturation, resulting in 12
experts being interviewed. The research instrument included a semi-
structured interview, designed based on themes concerning the requirements
and strategies of entrepreneurship education in schools, with particular
emphasis on teachers’ professional roles. The interview protocol was
developed through initial in-depth interviews with experts. Subsequently,
the data were coded and indicators were extracted. Finally, thematic
analysis was conducted to classify the data into basic (initial), organizing,
and overarching themes.

Findings: The coding output results showed that 114 semantic units
(themes) were extracted. These codes were classified into four main themes:
the requirements of entrepreneurship education trainers; curriculum
requirements; requirements related to financing and allocation of funds and
technology; The requirements of the entrepreneurial ecosystem were
classified.

Conclusion: Education authorities should make the necessary plans to hold
training workshops for teachers to familiarize them with entrepreneurial
education in schools and to facilitate interaction between teachers and the
real world of business.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction: Skill-based education, focusing on entrepreneurial education in schools,
attempts to prepare students to face various social challenges and enter the labor market
and employment. Meeting this need, which is not easy, requires expanding the
professional role of teachers; the perspective of entrepreneurial education in education
and training is to employ methods that are based on scientific, rational, and principled
findings to train specialized individuals with the skills needed by society.
Entrepreneurship education in schools is a tool for promoting entrepreneurial activities;
because research results show that graduates of this type of education system are more
inclined to start their own businesses. On the other hand, teachers are considered the
main pillars of entrepreneurship education; so that the development of entrepreneurship
in a country requires the education and training of experienced entrepreneurship teachers
and professors. The importance of the teacher in implementing the curriculum is very
high and essential. If the curriculum cannot change and motivate teachers, it will
certainly not have any impact on those who are taught by them. Thus, in the complex,
difficult conditions and with numerous shortcomings and challenges mentioned above, it
is very vital to conduct scientific studies to identify the requirements for implementing
the professional role of teachers and develop their competencies and qualifications with
the aim of improving the quality and productivity of the subject of entrepreneurship and
entrepreneurial education in the Iranian education system. Accordingly, the central
question is: What is an appropriate conceptual framework for identifying and
understanding the nature and dimensions and components of the requirements for
implementing the professional role of teachers and entrepreneurial education that can
provide an effective roadmap for decision-making and strategic planning for the training
and professional development of entrepreneurial teachers to policymakers, planners and
managers of the education system?.

Methodology: The present research method is applied in terms of purpose and approach,
a qualitative research, in terms of research environment of library type, in terms of
phenomenological method, which was conducted by the method of content analysis. The
research community included experts in entrepreneurship education and specialists in the
field of educational sciences. The method of conscious purposeful sampling of
theoretical type, in which based on theoretical saturation, 12 experts and specialists were
selected for interviews. The research tool was a semi-structured interview in which the
themes of the requirements and strategies of entrepreneurial education in schools were
arranged with an emphasis on the professional role of teachers. For the interview form,
first an in-depth interview with the informed was conducted. Then, by coding, the
indicators were counted and categorized into primary themes and secondary themes
through content analysis. In order to examine the validity or credibility of the research
tool, the strategy (immersion) was used. For this purpose, in successive rounds, the basic
themes extracted from the interview texts were examined and revised. Peer review is
another method for increasing the scientific rigor of (qualitative) research. For this
purpose, two experts in the field reviewed the process of analyzing and formulating the
obtained data. Reliability or transferability was also tested by the reliability-retest
method and agreement between the two coders, including re-categorization of concepts
by the peer researcher and comparison of the researcher's opinion with the expert.
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Findings: In order to identify the requirements and strategies for entrepreneurial
education in schools, with an emphasis on the professional role of teachers, the coding
results for the requirements of entrepreneurial education in schools showed that 114
semantic units (themes) were extracted. These codes were classified into four main
themes: requirements for entrepreneurship education trainers, curriculum requirements,
requirements related to financing, budget allocation, and technology, and the
requirements of the entrepreneurial ecosystem .Furthermore, the strategies for
entrepreneurial education in elementary schools, with an emphasis on the professional
role of teachers, led to the identification of five secondary organizing themes and two
primary organizing themes: “Educational Factors” and “Assessment Factors” .

Conclusion & Discussion: In this study, identifying the requirements and strategies for
entrepreneurial education in schools based on the opinions of professors and experts
helped researchers to better design all aspects of the desired curriculum in order to
educate capable students. One of the goals considered in the requirements for
entrepreneurial education is to pay attention to applied content in entrepreneurship
education in schools and entrepreneurial assignments; using new teaching methods;
entrepreneurial teams, entrepreneurial enthusiasm; descriptive evaluation based on
creativity and innovation, and flexible and multifaceted evaluation. Creative and
innovative educational content means emphasizing the applicability, usefulness, and
experiential and real learning of materials based on the knowledge, skills, and attitude
model so that students can use educational materials creatively and innovatively to
identify problems and meet their own and others' needs. Also, the requirements of the
entrepreneurial ecosystem include using the thoughts and opinions of experienced and
successful entrepreneurs; taking advantage of the experiences of successful managers in
the field of industry and production; technology and credit requirements such as
identifying current technology; Developing infrastructure and access to high-speed
internet in schools; Using local media in entrepreneurial awareness; Virtual training;
Commercializing knowledge and learning; Attracting material and moral support from
local, regional and national governments for entrepreneurship education in schools;
Using graduates and successful entrepreneurs in teaching; Requirements for
entrepreneurship education instructors in primary schools; Improving the level of
teachers' professional knowledge regarding the curriculum, goals, content and methods
of entrepreneurship education in schools; Improving the salary level of entrepreneurship
education instructors and specialists in schools; Recruiting and employing teachers based
on professional qualifications and entrepreneurial attitude; Searching for more efficient
ways to teach entrepreneurship in different conditions; Developing research in the field
of entrepreneurship education and skills training, considering general and specific issues
and being creative in teaching and evaluation methods, is one of the requirements for
implementing the professional role of teachers and entrepreneurial education in schools,
which is considered in the presented model and can help improve student performance.
Based on the findings of this study, it is suggested that curriculum planners and
education policymakers use the results presented in this study. The results of this study
not only help improve curricula, but can also inspire policymakers and educational
officials in future decision-making in the field of skills training and students'
entrepreneurial attitudes.
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