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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives: Assessment literacy (AL) as a fundamental and
professional competency for teachers, enables them to design and implement effective
classroom assessments, reduce assessment-related anxiety, and make evidence-based
educational decisions. Consequently, it plays a strategic role in improving the quality of
student learning. Beyond technical measurement skills, AL encompasses three
dimensions, including conceptual, applied, and socio-emotional. Despite the development
of numerous AL frameworks worldwide, most existing models have been developed
within Western educational contexts and paid limited attention to the structural, cultural,
and policy-specific characteristics of the Iranian education system, including the
Fundamental Reform Document of Education. Moreover, previous research has paid
limited attention identifying operational and context-specific indicators of these three
dimensions within a comprehensive and localized model. Therefore, this study aimed to
fill this theoretical and practical gap by developing a comprehensive, contemporary model
tailored to Iranian educational context to provide a valid basis for strengthening teachers'
AL, especially in the context of Farhangian University.

Methods: This study was applied in terms of its purpose and employed a sequential
mixed-methods design consisting of qualitative and quantitative phases. In the qualitative
phase, a systematic review of the literature was conducted to identify the initial indicators,
following the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses
(PRISMA) guidelines. Relevant studies published between 2015 and 2025 were retrieved
from national databases (SID, Magiran, Noormags, and IranDoc) and international
databases (Scopus, Web of Science, ERIC, and PubMed). After the initial screening of
487 articles and the application of the inclusion and exclusion criteria, 28 eligible studies
were finally selected for analysis resulting in the identification of 45 initial indicators. In
the quantitative phase, a three-round Delphi technique was employed to validate and refine
the identified indicators and to achieve expert consensus. The participants consisted of
Farhangian University professors specializing in educational evaluation from seven
provinces of the country , including Tehran, Zanjan, Sanandaj, Khuzestan, Mashhad,
Isfahan, and Kerman. Purposive sampling was employed based on predefined expertise
criteria. A total of 57 experts participated in the first Delphi round, 42 in the second round,
and 31 completed the final round, resulting in an attrition rate of 45.6%, which is
consistent with those reported in Delphi studies. The data collection instrument was a
researcher-made Delphi questionnaire, which was distributed semi-open in the first round
and closed in the second and third rounds with statistical feedback. The data were analyzed
using SPSS version 27, and Kendall's coefficient of concordance (Kendall's W) was
employed to assess the level of expert consensus and the stability of responses across the
Delphi rounds.

Findings: The results showed that the final model of teachers' AL, with strong expert
consensus (significant increase in the Kendall coefficient and a significance level of less
than 0.001 in the third round), consisted of three main components, 9 sub-indices, and 33
operational indicators. The first component was conceptual knowledge, which included
the sub-indices of theoretical understanding of evaluation, content analysis and standards,
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and psychological knowledge of evaluation, and emphasizes teachers' mastery of
theoretical foundations, standard frameworks, and psychological factors affecting
learning. The second component was applied knowledge, which includes the sub-indices
of designing assessment tools, implementing the assessment process, and analyzing and
feedbacking the results, and guides teachers to design diverse tools, implement fair and
ethical assessment, and use data to improve teaching. The third component is “social-
emotional knowledge,” which focuses on the emotional, communicative, and ethical
aspects of evaluation with the sub-indices of creating a supportive evaluation environment,
interacting with stakeholders, and managing emotions in evaluation. In the Delphi process,
indicators, such as adapting evaluation to local needs, managing anxiety and resilience,
enhancing a sense of justice, and teacher emotional self-awareness were finalized with
special emphasis from the experts, showing that AL in the Iranian context requires a look
beyond the purely technical aspect.

Conclusion: The findings of this study confirmed that AL can no longer be viewed merely
as a technical and measurement-related competence. Rather, it represents a complex,
contextual, and socio-emotional-ethical practice that directly impacts students’ learning
experiences and psychological well-being. The integration of conceptual, applied, and
socio-emotional dimensions in the presented framework provides a solid foundation for a
professional redefinition of the teachers’ role in contemporary education systems and
facilitates the transition from traditional assessment to learning-centered and equitable
one. By moving beyond the direct adoption of Western frameworks and incorporating the
ecological realities of Iranian classrooms and the policy context of the Iranian education
system, this localized model provides a valid and practical framework for curriculum
developers, educational policymakers, and instructors and faculty members at Farhangian
University. Accordingly, the three dimensions of this model, particularly the often-
overlooked socio-emotional dimension, should be systematically integrated into both pre-
service and in-service teacher education programs to strengthen teachers' ability to design
supportive assessments, reduce classroom anxiety, and enhance the quality of student
learning. Future research is encouraged to evaluate this model in authentic classroom
settings and examine its impact on students' learning and socio-emotional outcomes.
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