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Background and Purpose: This study aims to investigate the
discursive and semiotic dimensions of the works of Abdolhossein
Zarrinkoub by integrating two complementary theoretical frameworks:
Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe’s Discourse Theory and Yuri
Lotman’s Cultural Semiotics. It seeks to explain the mechanisms
through which meaning is constructed and reproduced across the
cultural, historical, and epistemological domains of Zarrinkoub’s
writings. The central question is how Zarrinkoub, through language
and narrative, organizes history and knowledge into multiple
discourses that simultaneously legitimize Iranian cultural identity and
its historical experience. Method: This research adopts a qualitative
discourse-analytic approach based on an integrated theoretical model.
First, the central signifiers of each text are identified, and the relations of
equivalence and difference among them are examined using Laclau and
Mouffe’s discourse theory. Subsequently, drawing on Lotman’s concept of
the semiosphere, the interactions between texts and cultural sign systems
within the Iranian cultural sphere are analyzed. Findings: The findings
indicate that, within his cultural discourse, Zarrinkoub reconstructs
national and spiritual identity through reinterpretations of mythology and
mysticism. In his historical discourse, he transforms history into a dynamic
field of meaning by reinterpreting narratives of defeat and revitalizing the
discourse of resistance. In his epistemological discourse, he establishes a
historically reflective mode of reasoning by emphasizing the inseparable
relationship between knowledge and the human lifeworld. Conclusion:
Overall, the analysis demonstrates that Zarrinkoub’s intellectual world
constitutes a dynamic semiosphere in which signs and discourses
continuously interact, allowing meaning to be constantly reproduced,
negotiated, and expanded.
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