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Background and Objectives: The quality of the teacher-student
relationship in formal educational settings plays a decisive role in the
success or failure of educational activities. This relationship reflects the role
of two fundamental educational factors in the curriculum and the
educational process. In the perspective of educational philosophers, there
are different ideas about the teacher-student relationship. The aim of the
research is to examine the foundations and principles of the teacher-student
relationship, based on the ontological propositions of Martin Buber's
perspective in the field of human communication with God and the world.
Methods: The research is in a qualitative paradigm. The data collection
method was documentary, and a descriptive-interpretative approach was
used to analyze the data. The population and sample were the same, and
first-hand sources reflecting Buber's original thoughts were used
purposefully. In order to analytically examine the foundations and
principles of the teacher-student relationship based on Buber's ontological
perspective, an explicit deductive method has been used. Findings: Ten
foundations and principles were analyzed based on theological
propositions, and six foundations and principles were analyzed based on
cosmological propositions. In the relationship between teacher and student,
based on Buber's system of thought, the teacher plays a more of a ground-
breaking and guiding role, rather than using direct methods. The authentic
role of a teacher is to guide students to understand the spiritual world. The
teacher also has a role model; as God's companion and helper in creation
and as a symbol of the emergence of divine light, he must play the role of
awareness-raising, guiding the student to accept and reflect divine light in
his life. He must manifest the unity and vitality of the world in his actions
and provide an opportunity for the student to consciously choose from the
world. Conclusion: In the relationship between teacher and student, based
on Buber's ontological thoughts, both educational elements must play an
active role. A teacher has both an educational and a training role. A teacher's
job goes beyond simply transmitting academic information. Students are
imperfect beings and need the ontological help of the teacher to become
complete.The teacher must first be equipped with a divine idea and a
desirable worldview, and as a person who possesses personal authenticity,
he must come to the classroom and, in the context of a desirable encounter
with the student, help him fulfillment his existential personality and
establish a correct connection with God, the world of creation, and other
human beings. Organizing the teacher-student relationship based on
principles derived from Buber's perspective can provide the basis for
reducing moral conflicts, promoting understanding, and effective
participation of teachers and students in classroom activities, and help
fulfillment the personality and existential authenticity of both sides of the
educational process. Therefore, it would be beneficial for teachers and
student teachers to be aware of these educational teachings through holding
educational workshops or in-service courses.
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