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Abstract

This study examines Arabic language textbooks used in Iranian schools from the perspectives of
educational justice and cultural diversity, with particular attention to the representation of
sociocultural identities and their implications for global citizenship education. A mixed-methods
content analysis was conducted using categorical coding. The study population comprised general
Arabic textbooks for the junior and senior secondary levels during the 2023-2024 academic year,
from which three core textbooks were purposively selected for analysis. Data were collected using
two researcher-developed coding checklists addressing quantitative indicators, including the
frequency of sociocultural references, and qualitative indicators, including patterns of identity
representation and the depth of cultural content. The findings indicate that more than 70% of the
analyzed content is devoted to linguistic and grammatical structures, whereas sociocultural and
intercultural content receives comparatively limited attention. Cultural references account for
approximately 4.5% of the analyzed content and are frequently presented in limited or stereotypical
forms, with insufficient representation of contemporary and socially diverse identities, including
educated women and young entrepreneurs. Moreover, moral and social concepts are predominantly
presented in normative and affirmative ways, providing limited opportunities for critical engagement
with cultural and social issues. The findings also indicate that the existing assessment practices are
insufficient for evaluating the depth and analytical quality of cultural learning. Overall, the textbooks
appear to provide limited support for an educational justice-oriented approach and for the
development of intercultural awareness. The study therefore argues for a shift from a predominantly
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grammar-oriented model of Arabic language instruction toward a more culturally responsive and
critical framework. Integrating contemporary intercultural texts, diverse sociocultural perspectives,
and analytically oriented learning activities into Arabic textbooks could enhance students’ critical
thinking, intercultural competence, and awareness of cultural diversity. Such a reorientation would
enable Arabic language education to function not only as a means of linguistic instruction but also as
a context for inclusive education and the development of active and culturally aware global citizens.
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Secondary Education; Intercultural Education.
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