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Abstract

University textbooks constitute the firm pillars of higher education, and their quality determines the
extent to which learners succeed in acquiring scientific and practical skills. In the field of Arabic-
language instruction—particularly in the domain of morphology, which is analytical and system-based
in nature—there have always been challenges such as the complexity of terminology, the difficulty of
conveying rules, and the lack of connection between theory and practice. Under such circumstances, the
compilation of the book Applied Arabic Morphology by Hossein Kiani and Seyyed Fazlollah Mirgaderi
must be regarded as an effort to transcend classical frameworks and to bring the teaching of morphology
closer to applied models—models in which morphological rules are presented not as structures to be
memorized, but through text, sentence, and linguistic context, thereby enabling students to learn how to
analyze, extract, and apply rules in real linguistic situations. Nevertheless, the scholarly valuation of such
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a book is not possible without principled critique, examination, and evaluation. Only through a precise
and systematic assessment can one determine whether this work has succeeded in achieving its
instructional objectives. This is especially true when the evaluative criteria are based on a credible,
analytical, and tested model such as the developmental criteria of Ahmad Ta‘ima—a framework
considered by many researchers to be the most comprehensive model for evaluating Arabic-language
teaching materials. By relying on these criteria, this study seeks to present a clear, impartial, and scholarly
portrayal of the strengths and shortcomings of Applied Arabic Morphology. The present study is applied
in its aim and content-analysis—based in its methodology—a method that enables the book’s text to be
examined and analyzed through predefined indicators. First, Ta‘ima’s developmental criteria were
extracted and categorized from his work Dalil al- Amal fi I 'dad al-Mawadd al-Ta ‘limiyya li-Baramij
Ta lim al- ‘Arabiyya. Then, the content of Applied Arabic Morphology was examined at three levels:
“overall structure,” “scientific content,” and “writing and typographical features.” Data collection was
conducted through library and documentary methods, and analyses were performed descriptively and
critically. The purpose of this approach is to ensure that the evaluation is conducted not on the basis of
personal or subjective impressions, but through credible, systematic, and defensible criteria. The body of
prior research indicates that in recent decades, greater attention has been paid to the critique and
evaluation of Arabic-language teaching materials. Scholars such as Ne‘mati Qazvini and Rakhshandeh-
Nia (2012) examined the book Sarf-e Sadeh in terms of orthography, coherence, and scientific accuracy,
reporting weaknesses in structure and mode of presentation. Meymandi and Khabazi Ashraf (2015), in
their evaluation of al-Sarf by Pasazaniis, pointed to the mismatch between content level and audience, as
well as the over-simplification of certain concepts. 1bn al-Rasul and Safiyan (2017), in their analysis of
morphology textbooks, emphasized the necessity of using diagrams and modeling. Moreover, Qorbani
Madavani (2021) identified inconsistencies between examples and rules, as well as structural
incoherence, as common challenges in such works. Despite these efforts, a significant gap remains in
earlier research: the absence of a unified, standardized framework for evaluating morphology textbooks.
Most previous critiques have been based on the authors’ personal preferences or teaching experience,
and only a few studies have utilized comprehensive and credible frameworks such as Ta‘ima’s criteria.
Furthermore, no extensive and systematic study has yet been conducted on the book Applied Arabic
Morphology—despite its being taught in many universities—while its scholarly critique could refine and
strengthen the pedagogical direction of dozens of instructors and hundreds of students. Hence, the present
study represents an attempt to fill this academic gap. An examination of Applied Arabic Morphology
based on Ta‘'ima’s criteria reveals that the work performs well across many pedagogical and structural
dimensions. The book is coherently organized: topics progress from simple to complex, and each lesson
begins with an appropriate and practical text that plays an active role in reinforcing learning. The use of
varied examples, purposeful exercises, and a text-oriented approach constitutes one of the book’s most
prominent strengths. Moreover, the authors have endeavored to move the rules from the level of theory
to that of practical application, enabling students to learn how to analyze, interpret, and infer rules within
actual texts—an approach rarely seen in many traditional works. Visually as well, the cover design, color
selection, text layout, and harmony of graphic elements with instructional content help enhance the
book’s initial appeal and readability. However, the book is not without shortcomings. Content analysis
revealed that in some instances, scientific inaccuracies occur in the formulation of rules or examples. At
times, examples do not fully correspond with the lesson’s explanations, or ambiguous expressions hinder
comprehension. In certain sections, vagueness in definitions, inconsistency in Arabic orthography, case-
marking errors, and irregularities in vocalization are observable. Furthermore, some exercises are not
fully aligned with the lesson objectives, and in some cases, a complete logical connection between the
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introductory text of the lesson and the rule under discussion has not been established. Although these
issues do not undermine the foundation of the work, they do affect the book’s scientific precision and
overall coherence and warrant revision. In light of the findings, it may be concluded that Applied Arabic
Morphology is a valuable, forward-looking work grounded in contemporary educational needs—one that
has succeeded in bridging theory and practice while offering a suitable model for the transformation of
morphology instruction. Nevertheless, to reach the standard level of Ta‘ima’s framework and to become
a comprehensive, criterion-based resource, the authors need to implement revisions in scientific, writing,
and structural aspects. While emphasizing the book’s positive achievements, this study underscores that
critical reassessment of instructional resources is not a flaw but a necessity for the advancement and
flourishing of Arabic-language education in universities.
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