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Abstract

This study aimed to analyze the performance of students in Arabic language lessons by integrating
Bloom and Simpson's learning domains, including the cognitive, affective, and psychomotor
domains, with motivational orientations, namely instrumental, functional, and integrative motivation.
The study employed a mixed-methods research design with a descriptive-analytical and data-driven
approach. The statistical population consisted of 155 eleventh-grade students from different fields of
study at Fatimah al-Zahra Technical and Vocational School in Noorabad. The participants were
selected using stratified random sampling. The research instruments included standardized
motivation questionnaires assessing instrumental, functional, and integrative motivation, as well as
performance-based tests developed according to Bloom's six cognitive levels. Quantitative data were
analyzed using independent-samples t-tests, analysis of variance (ANOVA), Pearson's correlation
coefficient, and regression analysis in SPSS, whereas qualitative data were examined using thematic
analysis. The validity of the instruments was established through content validity, and their reliability
was confirmed using Cronbach's alpha coefficients, with values exceeding 0.70 for all scales. The
findings indicated weak performance at the higher cognitive levels despite the presence of
instrumental motivation, with performance rates of 32%, 28%, and 19% at the levels of analysis,
evaluation, and creation, respectively. A significant positive correlation was observed between
cognitive performance and integrative motivation (r = 0.62, p < 0.01). Instrumental motivation
showed a very low mean score (1.8/5, SD = 0.6), and 88% of the students reported that the course
content was not sufficiently related to their occupational needs. Functional motivation had a moderate
mean score (3.1/5), with students emphasizing grades and teacher approval. This type of motivation
was negatively correlated with performance at higher cognitive levels (r = —0.41, p < 0.05).
Integrative motivation also showed a relatively low mean score (2.35/5) and a strong relationship
with psychomotor performance. The findings suggest that the current educational system has not been
sufficiently successful in achieving the higher-order learning objectives associated with Bloom's and
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Simpson's domains. The results also indicate the predominance of memorization-oriented motivation
over other forms of motivation. These findings highlight the need to redesign Arabic language
instruction in technical and vocational schools in ways that strengthen higher-order cognitive
processes, promote meaningful learning, and establish stronger connections between Arabic language
content, students' occupational needs, and their broader learning motivations.

Keywords: Bloom's taxonomy; Simpson's psychomotor domain; Arabic language learning;
Academic performance; Instrumental motivation; Functional motivation; Integrative motivation;
Technical and vocational education.
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