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Abstract

Classroom management plays a crucial role in increasing students’ engagement in curricular activities
and minimizing the time spent addressing classroom-related problems. Effective classroom
management becomes particularly challenging when the subject being taught is itself associated with
learning difficulties. Arabic is currently regarded as one of the more challenging subjects in Iranian
schools. In particular, at the lower and upper secondary levels, some students express limited interest
in Arabic and attach relatively little importance to learning it compared with previous years. Given
that students’ attitudes toward Arabic may be influenced by various factors, the present study
examines the possibility that classroom management and teacher creativity in Arabic language
instruction may contribute to this situation. The study first reviews major theories of classroom
management and subsequently discusses the objectives and types of classroom management,
characteristics of effective classroom management, and the role of creativity in managing Arabic
language classrooms. Finally, it presents the findings and recommendations for improving classroom
management and enhancing the effectiveness of Arabic language instruction. The present study aims
to investigate the relationship between classroom management styles, teacher creativity in instruction,
and students’ Arabic language learning using a descriptive-analytical approach. Specifically, it seeks
to address the following questions:

1. What is the relationship between classroom management styles, teacher creativity in instruction,
and students’ Arabic language learning?
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2. How can teacher creativity help reduce the challenges associated with Arabic language
instruction?

3. What are the characteristics of a creative and competent teacher?

4. What factors can make Arabic lessons more engaging and reduce the challenges associated
with teaching and learning Arabic?

5. What factors may contribute to the marginalization of Arabic language instruction?

The findings of this study are intended to help teachers and instructors identify appropriate classroom
management approaches according to their classroom conditions and make effective use of their
creativity. Such practices may also contribute to increasing students’ interest in Arabic while
facilitating the achievement of instructional objectives. Given the importance of classroom
management and its role in teaching and learning, it is necessary to consider different perspectives
on classroom management. Throughout their teaching careers, educators may encounter various
challenges related to classroom organization and the management of disruptive student behaviors.
Selecting and implementing an appropriate classroom management approach can contribute to
fostering students’ sense of responsibility and self-regulation while reducing problems associated
with indiscipline and excessive direct control over students in completing their assignments and
learning tasks. Teachers who adopt an appropriate classroom management style are more likely to
respond effectively to different educational and instructional conditions (Darabi-Gorglani et al., 1401:
17). Classroom management encompasses planning, instructional practices, interactive classroom
behaviors, and several other elements, including the following:

1. Planning: Teachers who plan their instruction effectively communicate their expectations to
students, thereby contributing to academic progress and learning. For example, an Arabic teacher
may administer a short assessment at the end of each lesson to evaluate students’ understanding of
the material. By identifying students’ strengths and weaknesses, the teacher can address areas
requiring improvement while also encouraging students to share their strengths and knowledge with
their peers.

2. Establishing Simple and Effective Rules: The purpose of classroom and school rules is to
promote students’ social and academic development. Effective classroom managers teach students
how to understand, follow, and consistently observe established rules. Clear rules help organize
routine classroom activities. In an Arabic language classroom, for example, the teacher may establish
regular activities such as asking questions about grammatical structures and reviewing vocabulary
from translation exercises. Such simple and consistent practices can contribute to students’ academic
progress.

3. Providing Positive Feedback from the Beginning: Effective teachers discuss instructional and
classroom management practices with students at the beginning of the academic year and provide
opportunities for students to ask questions and understand the rationale behind classroom rules. Rules
developed collaboratively with students are generally more likely to be accepted and followed than
rules established solely by the teacher.

4. Structuring Classroom Organization and Participation: Effective teachers anticipate and
organize student behavior and participation during classroom activities. They assign responsibilities
to individual students and groups and clearly communicate what is expected of them. In an Arabic
language classroom, for instance, students can be divided into groups, with one group responsible for
translating the lesson, another for practicing grammatical structures, and another for completing
exercises. Rotating these responsibilities across sessions can ensure that all students remain actively
involved in the learning process.

5. Recording Grades and Other Performance Indicators: Teachers are responsible for maintaining
systematic records of students’ grades, attendance, classroom participation, disciplinary issues, and
other relevant aspects of classroom performance. To ensure fairness, consistency, and accountability,
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teachers should employ an organized system for recording and maintaining such information
(Bakhtiar Nasrabadi & Nowrozi, 1382: 36).

For example, in an Arabic language course, a teacher may maintain a record covering translation,
grammar, exercises, and Arabic dialogue. If a student does not demonstrate satisfactory performance
in any of these areas, the teacher can investigate the underlying difficulties and provide appropriate
support. Such systematic monitoring can help students recognize the importance of developing their
skills across different dimensions of Arabic language learning.

Creative Classroom Management in Arabic Language Instruction

Creative thinking does not necessarily imply exceptional intelligence. Rather, it involves the ability
to generate new and useful solutions through sustained effort, concentration, and engagement with a
problem. This principle is equally applicable to teaching. In challenging subjects such as Arabic—
which is a compulsory subject in Iran’s educational system and currently faces a number of
instructional challenges—teachers can employ creativity and sustained effort to transform potentially
difficult learning experiences into more accessible and engaging ones. Teacher creativity can
contribute to creating a dynamic and active classroom environment and can facilitate the achievement
of instructional objectives.

Accordingly, the following practices may help make Arabic language lessons more engaging:

1. Creating a Positive and Energetic Classroom Atmosphere: Teachers should enter the classroom
with a positive attitude and an encouraging demeanor and should communicate confidence in
students’ ability to learn. Establishing a supportive atmosphere can positively influence students’
attitudes toward learning Arabic. During the initial sessions, teachers may introduce simple Arabic
greetings and short conversational exchanges and encourage students to use them when entering the
classroom.

2. Going Beyond the Textbook: Teachers should avoid limiting instruction exclusively to the
textbook. They can supplement textbook content with visually appealing materials, short Arabic
stories, and brief poems. Students can also be encouraged to search for short and engaging Arabic
texts and present or read them in class.

3. Using Engaging Visual Materials: The repetitive nature of some textbook images may fail to
generate sufficient interest in Arabic language learning. Teachers can therefore introduce images
depicting attractive and culturally relevant locations in Arab countries and use them as prompts for
classroom discussion and language activities. For example, in teaching and practicing verb structures
in the seventh-, eighth-, and ninth-grade Arabic textbooks, visual materials are often limited to images
of male and female students. In some cases, the opening pages of lessons may not effectively convey
the intended message. Similarly, some translation activities are accompanied by relatively static or
unengaging images, which may not sufficiently motivate students to participate in translation tasks.
More varied and meaningful visual materials could therefore contribute to greater student engagement
with these activities.

An effective teacher needs strong classroom management skills to make optimal use of instructional
time, reinforce positive student behaviors, and foster habits of studying, learning, cooperation, and
mutual respect. In response to the questions examined in this study, an effective teacher should be
able to understand the classroom context, students, and learning environment and select appropriate
management strategies, instructional techniques, and methods accordingly. Classroom management
styles may vary depending on classroom conditions, students’ age and gender, and the subject being
taught. In some circumstances, combining different management approaches may provide a more
effective means of organizing and managing the classroom. In addition to classroom management
skills, teachers need sufficient subject-matter knowledge, pedagogical expertise, and professional
competence to guide students toward the intended learning objectives. This is particularly important
when teaching challenging subjects such as Arabic. Since Arabic may be perceived as difficult by
some lIranian students, all stakeholders involved in the educational process—including teachers,
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textbook authors, and school administrators—should contribute to simplifying the learning process
and making Arabic lessons more engaging. Ultimately, classroom practice is influenced by the
teacher’s scientific knowledge, personal characteristics, social skills, and management abilities.
Teacher creativity and pedagogical skill can play an important role in transforming students’
perceptions of difficult or unappealing lessons. Therefore, teachers are encouraged to develop a
diverse repertoire of teaching methods, techniques, and instructional models and to select and adapt
them according to learners’ capacities and needs in order to enhance instructional effectiveness.

Keywords: Classroom Management; Arabic Language Instruction; Teaching; Creativity; Teacher;
Learning.
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