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ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives:In recent decades, teacher
Article type: education systems have emphasized professional competencies
Research Article and instructional skills, while the identity, ethical, and spiritual

dimensions of teachers have received less attention within
coherent theoretical frameworks. This study aimed to design a
conceptual model of teacher education based on the teachings
of Islamic spiritual conduct. Methods:This qualitative study
employed directed content analysis. Data were collected from
Islamic sources including the Quran, Tafsir al-Mizan, and
prominent ethical and educational works, and analyzed through
repeated reading, theme extraction, and conceptual
categorization. The findings were reviewed by experts in
Islamic education. Findings:Spiritual conduct serves as the
core of teacher education, forming the foundation of
professional identity and integrating five domains: spiritual,
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, teacher education systems worldwide have predominantly
focused on professional competencies, instructional skills, and measurable
learning outcomes. This technocratic orientation, while contributing to the
improvement of teaching quality, has largely neglected the identity, ethical,
and spiritual dimensions of the teaching profession. In the Iranian
educational system, despite the emphasis of upstream documents on
cultivating committed and specialized teachers, the absence of a coherent
theoretical framework that integrates spiritual and ethical dimensions with
professional competencies remains a significant gap. Previous research has
primarily addressed behavioral and skill-based components, paying
insufficient attention to the identity and spiritual foundations of teachers.
This study, therefore, aimed to design a conceptual model of teacher
education grounded in the teachings of Islamic spiritual wayfaring,
providing a theoretical framework for integrating spiritual, ethical, and
Question(s)

How can the teachings of Islamic spiritual wayfaring be utilized to design a
conceptual model of teacher education in which spiritual conduct plays the
role of the central core, and other dimensions of teacher education are
organized in interaction with it?

Literature Review

Teacher education research has evolved through several paradigmatic shifts.
Early approaches emphasized subject-matter knowledge, followed by a
focus on pedagogical skills and reflective practice. More recently, scholars
have highlighted the importance of teacher identity and professional ethics.
However, within the Islamic educational tradition, the concept of suluk
(spiritual wayfaring) offers a distinctive perspective that integrates
knowledge, practice, and spiritual growth. Islamic sources, particularly the
Quran and the exegetical works such as Tafsir al-Mizan, present a holistic
view of human development in which self-knowledge, purification of the
soul, and devotion to God constitute the foundation of all virtuous action.
Despite the richness of this tradition, its application to teacher education has
remained largely unexplored. This study addresses this gap by
systematically analyzing Islamic sources to derive a conceptual model for
teacher education.
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Methodology

This qualitative study employed directed content analysis, a method suitable
for extending existing theoretical frameworks or deriving concepts from
foundational texts. The source materials included the Quran, Tafsir al-
Mizan, and prominent ethical and educational works within the Islamic
tradition. Sampling was purposive, selecting texts with direct relevance to
spiritual wayfaring and teacher education. Data were analyzed through
repeated reading, theme extraction, and conceptual categorization, following
a three-stage process of open, axial, and selective coding. To ensure the
trustworthiness of the findings, the emerging model was reviewed by
experts in Islamic education, and their corrective feedback was incorporated
into the final framework.

Results

The analysis revealed that spiritual wayfaring serves as the core of teacher
education, forming the foundation of the teacher’s professional identity. The
components of spiritual wayfaring include self-knowledge, knowledge of
God, purification of the soul, self-observation and self-accounting, trust in
God, and devotion. These components are integrated within five main
domains of teacher education: (1) the spiritual domain, encompassing the
relationship with God, meaning-making, and purposefulness; (2) the ethical
domain, including moral virtues, honesty, trustworthiness, and justice; (3)
the scientific domain, comprising specialized knowledge, pedagogical
knowledge, and critical thinking; (4) the communicative domain, involving
effective communication skills, empathy, and positive interaction with
students, colleagues, and families; and (5) the social domain, encompassing
social responsibility, the teacher’s exemplary role in society, and
commitment to social transformation. The findings indicate that spiritual
wayfaring is not a separate domain but rather the unifying axis that
integrates all other domains. Without it, teacher education becomes a
collection of fragmented skills lacking identity coherence. Furthermore, the
professional identity of the teacher emerges from the continuous interaction
between spiritual wayfaring and the five domains, developing through a
dynamic and gradual process.
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Discussion

The proposed model offers a holistic alternative to technocratic approaches
in teacher education. By placing spiritual wayfaring at the center, the model
addresses the identity and ethical dimensions that have been largely
neglected in contemporary teacher education discourse. The five domains
provide a comprehensive framework that balances spiritual, ethical,
scientific, communicative, and social competencies. This integrative
approach aligns with the holistic vision of human development found in
Islamic sources while remaining responsive to the practical demands of the
teaching profession. The model also has implications for curriculum design,
assessment, and professional development in teacher education institutions.

Conclusion

The conceptual model presented in this study provides a theoretical
framework for revising teacher education programs, strengthening the
identity and ethical dimensions of the teaching profession alongside
professional competencies. The model can be applied in the design and
implementation of teacher education courses at Farhangian University and
other teacher training centers. Empirical validation of the model through
field research and pilot implementation at Farhangian University is
recommended. Future studies may also explore measurable indicators for
each of the five domains and develop appropriate assessment tools.
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