Vol. 08, No.2, Summer 2026, pp 1- 16

Journal Teacher Education Policy Studies

Revisiting Digital Citizenship Education in Light of Philosophy of
Technology Perspectives and Its Implications for Teacher Education

H. R. Atharinia *!

1.Corresponding Author, PhD in Curriculum Development, University of Farhangian, Sabzevar, Iran.

hamidreza.athari.ny@birjand.ac.ir

ABSTRACT

Keywords

Digital Citizenship,
Philosophy of Technology,
Teacher Education,
Farhangian University,
Curriculum.

'. Corresponding author
hamidreza.athari.ny@birjand.ac.ir

Received: 2026/06/25
Reviewed: 2026/08/26
Accepted: 2026/09/02

Introduction: This study aims to re-examine digital citizenship education
through the lens of major philosophical approaches to technology and to
elucidate their implications for teacher education at Farhangian University.
The central research question investigates how different philosophical
assumptions regarding the nature of technology give rise to distinct
conceptualizations of digital citizenship and, consequently, to different
orientations for teacher education. Methods and Data: This study employed
a qualitative research design based on conceptual analysis. The data consisted
of purposively selected scholarly texts on digital citizenship, which were
analyzed through five major approaches in the philosophy of technology:
instrumentalism, technological determinism, essentialism,
postphenomenology, and critical constructivism. The data were examined
using qualitative content analysis. Findings: The findings indicate that within
the instrumentalist perspective, digital citizenship is largely reduced to a set of
competencies, normative principles, and responsible behaviors. By contrast,
deterministic and essentialist perspectives emphasize adaptation to the
inherent logic of technology and awareness of its consequences. From a
postphenomenological perspective, digital citizenship is interpreted as a mode
of being in a technologically mediated world, in which human perception,
identity, and agency are continuously constituted through interactions with
technology. Furthermore, within the framework of critical constructivism,
digital citizenship is reconceptualized as a form of critical agency and
democratic participation in response to power relations, social inequalities,
and algorithmic domination. Overall, the findings demonstrate that divergent
understandings of digital citizenship are fundamentally rooted in differing
philosophical conceptions of the nature of technology. Conclusion and
Discussion: The findings suggest that teacher education in the digital age
should move beyond skill-oriented approaches toward fostering technological
self-awareness and critical digital literacy. Accordingly, integrating
postphenomenological and critical constructivist perspectives is proposed as a
promising theoretical foundation for redesigning teacher education programs
at Farhangian University.
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