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Background and Objectives: This study aimed to investigate how teacher
talk comprehensibility strategies are represented in the discourse of English
language teacher candidates enrolled in the Article 28 teacher education
program. Given the role of these strategies in facilitating message
comprehension, supporting classroom interaction, and providing
comprehensible input for language learners, the study focused on how
teacher candidates describe and explain such strategies. Within this
framework, examining their discursive representations can provide insights
into how they understand the pedagogical functions of teacher talk
comprehensibility strategies. Methods: This qualitative study employed a
discourse-analytic perspective to investigate participants’
conceptualizations. Nineteen pre-service English language teachers were
selected through criterion-based purposive sampling. Data were collected
through semi-structured interviews, reflective teaching scenarios, and
instructional documents. The collected data were analyzed using thematic
analysis to identify recurring patterns in participants’ discourse on teacher
talk strategies. Findings: The analysis yielded five major themes:
classroom interaction management, facilitating learning through
interaction, interactive feedback, creating a positive interactive
environment, and the use of interactive activities. The findings revealed that
the participants did not view teacher talk comprehensibility strategies
merely as linguistic simplification techniques; rather, they associated them
with managing learner participation, providing feedback, supporting learner
comprehension, and designing interactive classroom activities.
Conclusion: The findings suggest that teacher candidates conceptualize
teacher talk comprehensibility strategies as a set of linguistic and
interactional practices that facilitate learners' understanding, participation,
and language learning. These results highlight the importance of
incorporating more explicit and systematic instruction on such strategies
into teacher education programs.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Teaching English as a foreign language (EFL) increasingly emphasizes classroom
interaction and teacher talk as central to learning. Teacher talk does not simply transmit
knowledge; it organizes participation, supports meaning-making, provides feedback, and
shapes learners’ opportunities for interaction (Seedhouse, 2023; Walsh, 2021). This is
particularly important in teacher education, where pre-service teachers develop
professional knowledge through theory, practice, and reflection (Borg, 2023; Johnson &
Golombek, 2020).
This study examines teacher-talk comprehensibility strategies, including simplification,
repetition, reformulation, contextualized examples, speech-rate adjustment, and
purposeful first-language use. These strategies are considered not only linguistic
techniques but also instructional and interactional resources that support learner
participation. The study is informed by the Interaction Hypothesis, emphasizing
negotiation of meaning through interaction (Loewen & Sato, 2018); Sociocultural Theory,
viewing teacher language as mediation for learning (Lantolf & Poehner, 2014); and
teacher cognition research, which connects teaching decisions with beliefs, knowledge,
and experience (Borg, 2023).
Although teacher talk, classroom interaction, and teacher cognition have been widely
researched, they have often been examined separately. Less is known about how pre-
service English teachers represent comprehensibility strategies and what these
representations reveal about developing professional knowledge.
Research Questions:

1. How do pre-service English teachers represent teacher-talk comprehensibility

strategies?
2. What discursive patterns characterize these representations?
3. What do these patterns reveal about the development of professional knowledge
in teacher education?

Literature Review

Research on classroom discourse demonstrates that teacher talk serves instructional,
managerial, interactional, and relational functions (Walsh, 2021; Riordan, 2024). Recent
studies argue that teacher language should be understood as both a cognitive and social
practice because it shapes learners’ understanding and participation opportunities (Xie &
Tu, 2023; Muluneh et al., 2026).

Interaction-oriented research emphasizes that second-language learning develops through
meaningful interaction, negotiation of meaning, and learner engagement (Loewen & Sato,
2018; Sato, 2026). From this perspective, comprehensible teacher talk involves more than
simplifying language; it includes strategies such as repetition, reformulation, questioning,
contextualization, and feedback that facilitate participation (Lo & Reddington, 2024;
Long & Xu, 2023).

Sociocultural Theory further highlights teacher language as a mediational resource that
supports learners’ participation and development (Lantolf & Poehner, 2014; Lantolf et al.,
2015). In addition, teacher cognition research shows that teachers’ instructional practices
are shaped by beliefs, experiences, and reflection (Borg, 2023). Studies on reflective
practice demonstrate that teachers’ descriptions of their practices can reveal developing
professional identities and pedagogical knowledge (Ahmed & Leider, 2024; Farrell,
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2025). However, limited attention has been given to how pre-service teachers themselves
conceptualize comprehensibility strategies.

Methodology

This qualitative study combined discourse analysis and thematic analysis to examine how
pre-service English teachers in an Article 28 teacher education program represented
teacher-talk comprehensibility strategies. The study focused on participants’
interpretations rather than observed classroom practices.

Criterion-based purposive sampling recruited 19 participants (10 women and 9 men) who
had completed at least one practicum or simulated teaching experience. Data were
collected through semi-structured interviews, reflective teaching scenarios, and
educational documents, including lesson plans, reflective notes, and practicum reports.
Interviews explored participants’ views of simplification, repetition, reformulation,
contextualization, speech-rate adjustment, and first-language use.

Data analysis involved iterative coding. Initial coding generated 87 codes, which were
refined into 12 subthemes and five overarching themes. Thematic analysis identified
patterns across participants’ accounts, while discourse analysis examined how
participants constructed the functions of teacher talk. Trustworthiness was supported
through triangulation, independent recoding of approximately 30% of the data, and
documentation of analytical decisions (Creswell & Poth, 2023; Saldafia, 2021).

Findings

Five interconnected themes emerged: classroom interaction management, facilitating
learning through interaction, interactive feedback, creating a positive interactional
climate, and interactive activities.

Participants represented teacher talk as a resource for managing participation,
encouraging less active learners, regulating interaction, and adapting classroom activities.
They viewed questioning, learner-response expansion, and contextualized explanations
as ways to promote engagement and language production.

Reformulation and recasting were frequently described as feedback strategies that
addressed learner errors while maintaining interaction. Participants also emphasized
reducing anxiety, encouraging confidence, and creating supportive conditions for
participation. Group work, discussions, and interactive tasks were viewed as
opportunities for meaningful language use. Overall, comprehensibility strategies were
represented as instructional, interactional, and affective resources rather than merely
simplified language.

Discussion

The findings indicate that pre-service teachers understand teacher talk as a
multidimensional professional resource rather than simply a means of delivering
linguistic information. Their representations connect comprehensibility strategies with
participation, learning, feedback, emotional support, and classroom activity design,
supporting broader views of teacher talk as pedagogical and social practice (Walsh, 2021;
Seedhouse, 2023).
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Participants’ focus on participation suggests an emerging awareness of teachers’ roles in
organizing classroom interaction. However, their explanations emphasized practical
functions of strategies more than detailed discourse structures, which may reflect the
developmental nature of professional knowledge among pre-service teachers.

The emphasis on reformulation and recasting indicates that participants valued feedback
practices that preserve communication. Nevertheless, their limited discussion of
alternative feedback approaches suggests that their understanding of interactional
practices is still developing. Teacher cognition research emphasizes that professional
knowledge develops through the interaction of beliefs, experience, and reflection (Borg,
2023; Johnson & Golombek, 2020).

The affective dimension of teacher talk was also prominent. Participants recognized that
comprehensibility involves not only helping learners understand language but also
creating supportive environments that encourage participation. This aligns with research
emphasizing teacher—student relationships and engagement in language learning
(Mendizabal, 2024; Yao & Shao, 2024).

Conclusion

This study shows that pre-service English teachers conceptualize teacher-talk
comprehensibility strategies through a multidimensional framework involving interaction
management, learning support, feedback, emotional support, and interactive activities.
Comprehensibility is understood not simply as making language easier but as creating
opportunities for participation, meaning-making, and engagement.

The findings highlight the importance of explicitly addressing teacher talk in teacher
education. Combining reflection, classroom discourse analysis, and theoretical
knowledge may help pre-service teachers move beyond viewing comprehensibility
strategies as isolated techniques and develop a more flexible understanding of teacher talk
as a resource for scaffolding learning and supporting classroom interaction.
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