uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

Interdisciplinary Studies in Education

‘ LJ ‘
®
ISSN: 2980-9479

A Narration of the Gap: Exploring Teacher Students’ Experiences
of the Educational Context in Farhangian University?

Hadi Dehghani Yazdeli !

, Zahra Marashi 2", Mohammad Reza Pashaei *3

1 Department of Persian Language and Literature Education, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran.
2 Master's student in Persian Language and Literature Education, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran.
3 Department of Persian Language and Literature Education, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran.

ARTICLE INFO
RESEARCH ARTICLE

Received: 2026-03-25
Revised: 2026-06-23
Accepted: 2026-06-25
Available online:
2026-10-17

KEYWORDS:
Narrative inquiry,
lived experience,
teacher education,
Farhangian University,
educational context,
student satisfaction.

1(% h.dehghani@cfu.ac.ir

2 (%) zahraaz1398az@gmail.com

3 Corresponding author
2 Pashaei.reza@cfu.ac.ir

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

BRI 6 BV G B ) [8ey=Ef Narrative and storytelling have served as

fundamental tools for transferring experience, culture, and values throughout
human history, with people constructing and comprehending the world through
their own narratives. Narratology, as a scientific discipline, has a relatively short
history and was first introduced by Tzvetan Todorov. Narrative plays a pivotal role
across all spheres of life, particularly in education, where it facilitates the
understanding of complex concepts. A core concept within narrative is the "critical
event", an unpredictable occurrence that bring about profound shifts in
individuals' attitudes and worldviews, proving essential for personal growth and
transformation. This research focuses on the educational context of Farhangian
University, which is responsible for teacher training in Iran. Employing a narrative
inquiry approach, this study aims to analyze the impact of critical events on the
attitudes of student-teachers specializing in Persian Language and Literature
toward the educational system. The primary objective is to identify the existing
strengths and gaps within this university based on the students' lived narratives.
A review of the existing literature reveals that previous studies have largely
concentrated on quantitative and structural aspects, often neglecting the lived
experiences of these specific student-teachers. Although domestic studies (e.g.,
Hagkhah, Seraji, Azimi) and international ones (e.g, Henson, Shield) have
addressed the role of narrative in education, a clear research gap remains
concerning critical events in the experience of Persian Literature students at
Farhangian University. By employing a descriptive-analytical method, this
research seeks to provide a deeper understanding of how the professional
attitudes of student-teachers are formed, ultimately aiming to enhance the quality
of curricula and train more competent educators. Given the irreversible and
undeniable role of teachers in the educational cycle, identifying the strengths and
weaknesses of Farhangian University within its educational component is an

undeniable necessity to pave the way for their professional development.
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Jikf This study employs a narrative inquiry approach to investigate the
function of critical events within the lived experiences of student-teachers
majoring in Persian Language and Literature at Farhangian University. The data
were collected from the narratives of final-semester students (entering cohort of
2019) in Tehran Province, who were selected from four campuses: Shahid Mofateh
and Shohadaye Makkeh for male students, and Zeynabiyeh and Shahid Bahonar for
female students. The rationale for selecting this group was their exposure to both
in-person and virtual education methods throughout their studies, which enriched
their narratives. Sampling was conducted using a convenience method and
continued until theoretical saturation was achieved. Data analysis proceeded in
several stages: narratives were initially categorized, followed by repeated re-
readings and thematic coding to extract core themes. Concurrently with the
narrative analysis, researchers consulted books, articles, and reputable scholarly
sources to enrich their theoretical framework and utilize it for a more precise
interpretation of the findings. The central aim of the research is to elucidate the
role and function of critical events in shaping the professional attitudes and
identity of student-teachers. Finally, the findings derived from these analyses were
systematically compiled and concluded. To enable precise referencing of
participants' narratives, a specific coding system based on campus and class has
been designed. For instance, the code (B.M.A) indicates a student narrative from
the male campus of Shahid Mofateh, Class A, while the code (Kh. B) denotes the
narrative of female students at Shahid Bahonar Campus; additionally, each
narrative has been assigned its own unique number to ensure clarity and
transparency in citations during the analysis.

& The research findings, addressing how critical events influence
students' attitudes toward Farhangian University's educational context, are
categorized into two main themes: first, "weakness in professors' knowledge," and
second, "inefficiency of course units."

Regarding the first theme, the majority of narratives reflect students' deep
dissatisfaction due to professors' insufficient mastery of their specialized fields.
Many instructors teach courses unrelated to their academic expertise, leading to
student confusion and distrust. Students enter university hoping to acquire up-to-
date knowledge, yet encounter professors whom they sometimes evaluate as even
weaker than their secondary school teachers. This gap between expectation and
reality fosters a sense of frustration and disengagement. However, contrasting
these negative narratives, instances of expert, committed, and charismatic
professors were also recorded. The narratives demonstrate that a knowledgeable
and well-mannered professor can instantly shatter negative stereotypes,
transform a student's perspective on the entire educational system, and restore
lost trust. This explicit contradiction underscores that reforming the system of
recruitment, selection, and faculty promotion is a vital necessity for this university.
In the second theme, the narratives point to serious challenges in curriculum
planning. The first challenge concerns the internship (practicum) units. Students
believe that in the first and second semesters, these crucial courses are limited
solely to observation and writing theoretical reports, and they are not given the
opportunity for practical teaching, classroom management, or administrative
familiarity until the final semesters. This delay in entering the practical field
dramatically reduces the program's effectiveness; moreover, the noticeable
difference in internship quality solely based on a change of supervisor highlights
the decisive role of human factors in the successful implementation of the
program.

The second challenge within this theme is the denial of students' autonomy in
selecting courses, professors, and class schedules. Comparisons with other
universities intensify this feeling of deprivation. Students perceive this lack of
choice not merely as an administrative limitation but as an obstacle to forming an
independent professional identity and self-efficacy. They believe that granting
even a minimum level of choice can increase motivation, foster academic
competition among professors, and ultimately enhance educational quality. In
conclusion, the narratives reveal a deep disconnect between high-level policy
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documents and the lived experiences of student-teachers. Restoring the prestige
of Farhangian University depends on a fundamental revision of faculty
recruitment policies and a flexible redesign of the curricula.

The teacher is the most valuable asset of the educational system, and
in the age of technology, the knowledge and skills of professors have taken on a
vital role. Research findings indicate that deficiencies in the specialized knowledge
of some professors are structurally rooted and not merely limited to individual
performance. Farhangian University, as the main institution for teacher training,
requires scientific planning and continuous evaluation to fulfill its mission.

An analysis of 60 narratives from student-teachers revealed three major concerns:
quality of life and nutrition (with the highest frequency), the knowledge level of
professors (10 narratives expressing dissatisfaction versus only 2 expressing
satisfaction), and the inefficiency of course units (with 12 repetitions). The
inefficiency of practical courses, such as internships, stems more from poor
implementation and the role of supervising professors than from flawed program
design. Furthermore, restrictions on course and professor selection diminish
students' sense of independence and self-efficacy.

Accordingly, enhancing the teacher training system requires fundamental reforms
along three dimensions: (1) Enhancing professors' professional competencies, (2)
efficiently revising curricula, and (3) improving students' welfare conditions. The
narratives of student-teachers are invaluable tools for uncovering hidden
educational realities. Attention to these narratives, along with reforms in the three
aforementioned axes, will assist Farhangian University in training capable,
motivated, and committed teachers.
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Table 1. Extracted Themes of Narratives from Male Campuses.
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1. Faculty's Lack of Subject Knowledge
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1. Recruiting and employing subject-matter expert
faculty through academic interviews
Flos weles (gl sz (od (L3j5al (slaoys0 )55 0 Y
390l g paass
2. Holding in-service training courses to teach
specialized and pedagogical content
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3. Giving due weight to the faculty evaluations
< conducted by students at the end of each semester
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Poele Fpe 4. Establishing a mentoring and instructional-
oY supervision system between experienced and novice
faculty members
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5. Developing professional incentives to improve faculty
performance
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6. Forming interdepartmental instructional task forces
to advance teaching innovations
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2. Inefficiency of Course Curriculum / Course Registration
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1. Conducting instruction in an actual classroom setting
from the start of the internship (practicum) process
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2. Teaching the administrative relations of the Ministry
of Education and schools

3. Removing ineffective courses and replacing them with
effective ones
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4. Replacing specialized, field-related courses with
redundant ones
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5. Continuously revising course syllabi with the
participation of experienced teachers and teacher-
students
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6. Adding courses on modern teaching skills (educational
technology, active-learning activity design, qualitative
assessment)
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7. Integrating theoretical instruction with small field
projects each semester to enhance experiential learning
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8. Developing more flexible semester planning suited to
teacher-students' individual differences and schools’
regional needs
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Table 2. Extracted Themes of Narratives from Female Campuses.
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3. Giving due weight to the faculty evaluations
conducted by students at the end of each semester.
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4. Establishing a mentoring and instructional-
supervision system between experienced and novice
faculty members.
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5. Developing professional incentives to improve
faculty performance.
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6. Forming interdepartmental instructional task
forces to advance teaching innovations.
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2. Inefficiency of Course Curriculum / Course Registration
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4. Replacing specialized, field-related courses with
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6. Adding courses on modern teaching skills

(educational technology, active-learning activity
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7. Integrating theoretical instruction with small field
projects each semester to enhance experiential
learning
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8. Developing more flexible semester planning suited
to teacher-students' individual differences and
schools' regional needs
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Table 3. Total Extracted Themes of Narratives from Male and Female Campuses.
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