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Background and Obijectives:The purpose of this study was to
phenomenologically explore the implementation of the writing
curriculum for first-year secondary school students, with a focus on
teaching and learning activities. Method: The study adopted a
qualitative approach using a phenomenological research method. Data
were collected through semi-structured interviews with ten Persian
language and literature teachers and four professors who also taught at
Farhangian University. The data were obtained from participants with
firsthand experience of the phenomenon under investigation. The data
were analyzed through repeated examination of the data, identification
and labeling of categories, identification of significant statements
related to the phenomenon, formulation of meanings, listing and
clustering of categories, synthesis of the results, and development of a
comprehensive description. The validity of the data was ensured
through the researcher's presence in the research setting and the use of
triangulation across information sources, methods, and researchers.
Findins: The findings were also assessed based on the criteria of
transferability —and  confirmability, ~ which  supported  their
trustworthiness. The findings revealed that the main theme of content
instruction, based on the lived experiences of writing teachers,
comprised three subthemes: instructional problems, weaknesses of the
textbook, and a lack of appeal and attractiveness. The main theme of
teaching methods included the use of teaching aids, interaction with
students, effective activities, and methods of lesson delivery. The main
theme of learning opportunities comprised two subthemes: teacher-
created activities and student-centered interactions. Finally, the main
theme of assessment included process-oriented and final assessment.
Conclusion: Accordingly, the findings of this study may help writing
teachers and Persian language and literature teachers improve the
design of writing curricula for first-year secondary school students.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Background and Objective: Writing is a key component of the first-year secondary
education curriculum, playing a fundamental role in developing students’ writing
proficiency, creativity, critical thinking, analytical skills, and effective communication.
Despite its significance and the curriculum’s emphasis on skill-based and activity-based
instruction, its implementation in schools faces several challenges related to content
delivery, instructional methods, the provision of meaningful learning opportunities, and
assessment practices. As the primary implementers of the curriculum, teachers possess
firsthand experience of its practical application. Exploring and analyzing their lived
experiences can therefore provide valuable insights into the challenges and opportunities
associated with implementing the writing curriculum and inform efforts to improve its
design and delivery. Accordingly, the present study employed a phenomenological
approach to explore teachers’ lived experiences of implementing the writing curriculum
in the first year of secondary education, with particular emphasis on teaching and
learning activities.

Method: The present study was applied in purpose and adopted a qualitative research
approach using a phenomenological design. The participants consisted of 14 individuals,
including 10 writing teachers and four university professors specializing in Persian
language and literature at Farhangian University. All participants had at least 10 years of
experience teaching writing in schools. They were selected through purposive, criterion-
based sampling, and recruitment continued until data saturation was achieved. Data were
collected through semi-structured interviews conducted face-to-face and, in some cases,
by telephone. After implementation, the data from the interviews were analyzed by
repeated reading, identification and labeling of codes, extraction of meaningful
propositions, formulation of meanings, clustering, and combination of categories. During
the data analysis process, 344 initial codes were identified. After merging overlapping
codes and removing duplicates, 97 codes and subthemes were retained. To enhance the
trustworthiness of the findings, several strategies were employed, including prolonged
engagement in the research field, triangulation of data sources, methods, and researchers,
and the application of transferability and confirmability criteria.

Findings: The research findings in the four main axes of writing curriculum
implementation showed that in the field of content education, three main themes have
been formed, including educational problems, weakness of the book, and lack of appeal
and attractiveness. The basic weakness of students, the lack of expertise of some
teachers, the inadequacy of writing education in elementary school, allocating time for
writing lessons to other subjects, lack of study, little attention to individual differences,
differences in evaluation criteria, lack of educational time, and incorrect grading
tradition were among the most important reported educational problems. Furthermore,
several shortcomings were identified in the textbook, including its low level of difficulty,
insufficient attention to fiction and humor, weak internal organization, and a lack of
examples of poetry and prose. Regarding the attractiveness of writing lessons, several
factors were found to undermine students’ engagement, including repetitive content, low
student motivation, some teachers’ reluctance to teach writing, insufficient support from
families and school administrators, and students’ limited writing proficiency.

In terms of teaching methods, four main themes were identified, including using
educational tools, student interaction in teaching, effective activities, and lesson delivery
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methods. The most prominent experiences reported by participants included the use of
films and video clips, music, recordings of writers’ voices, images, and flashcards to
enhance instructional engagement. Teachers also emphasized the value of discussion and
dialogue, participatory and collaborative learning strategies, essay writing, and
encouraging students to express their opinions. Other activities included sentence
construction, observation-based description, reading poetry and prose, storytelling,
poetry recitation, outdoor writing, and inviting poets and writers to the classroom. In
addition, participants highlighted a range of writing techniques, such as memaoir writing,
brainstorming, anecdotal writing, satire, letter writing, rewriting, proverb-based writing,
and summary writing, as effective ways to enrich students’ writing experiences.

In the context of learning opportunities, two main themes were identified: student-
centered interactions and teacher-facilitating activities. Student-centered learning
opportunities included using anecdotes from Saadi’s Golestan and sonnets by Hafez to
identify literary and thematic insights, drawing on Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh as a stimulus
for story writing, organizing essay-writing workshops, engaging students in peer review
and critique of one another’s work, analyzing stories, implementing student-led
instruction, facilitating collaborative writing, imitating the styles of established authors,
exchanging books, and producing wall newspapers. In contrast, teacher-facilitated
activities included co-writing with students, encouraging reading, identifying students
with writing talent, organizing writing competitions, introducing books, integrating
writing with other subject areas, avoiding formulaic topics, and providing opportunities
for free-topic writing, creative expression, and imaginative composition.

In the evaluation axis, two main themes were obtained, including process evaluation
and summary evaluation. Formative assessment practices included evaluating students’
assignments, conducting continuous, descriptive, diagnostic, and cumulative
assessments, monitoring individual progress, and reviewing students’ essays. In contrast,
summative assessment practices included administering final written examinations,
assessing students’ work against textbook standards, evaluating initial drafts, checking
adherence to writing and spelling conventions, assessing handwriting and presentation,
and considering the overall quality of written work, originality of perspective, and
students’ individual voices.

Conclusion: Based on the research findings, implementing the first-year secondary
school writing curriculum requires simultaneous attention to the quality of content,
teacher empowerment, increasing the attractiveness of books and writing activities,
purposeful use of educational tools and technology, strengthening student interaction and
participation, creating creative and student-centered learning opportunities, and moving
from purely final evaluation to process and continuous evaluation. The lived experiences
of experienced teachers and university professors revealed that effective implementation
of the writing curriculum requires moving beyond knowledge transmission toward
providing diverse opportunities for students to experience, practice, produce, critique,
and revise written texts. These findings highlight the importance of adopting student-
centered, process-oriented, and creative approaches to writing instruction. The results
can inform curriculum planners, textbook developers, Persian language and literature
teachers, and educational policymakers in reviewing and improving the curriculum and
promoting more effective implementation of writing instruction in the first year of
secondary education.

Keywords: Course Content, Curriculum, Evaluation, Learning Opportunities,
Phenomenology, Teaching and Learning, Teaching Methods, Writing.
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