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Evaluation of the Readability Level of Applied Geography Textbook (3)
Grade 12 Humanities (First Edition 2019)

Mohammad Javad Yousefi', Parvin Allahkaram Tajedi?,
Mohammad Reza Salehi®

Abstract

It is not an easy task to develop a geography textbook to be used both nationally
and locally because many factors are involved in the designing such a textbook.
Content analysis of textbooks helps teachers identify their strong and weak
points. The purpose of this study was to analyze the content of the newly
published applied geography textbook for high school grade 12 humanities
students (first edition 2019) and to evaluate its readability level based on three
readability indicators of Flash, Fray and Gonick . This study sought to
determine the degree to which the book complied with the readability formulas
in terms of the principles of content planning. The statistical population was the
content of the twelfth-grade human geography textbook (3). Three hundred
word samples were selected from the first, middle, and end of the book. The
results showed that based on Flash and Gonick indicators, the readability of the
source was 12 , slightly high. But based on Fray readability indicators, it was at
the early university level. The process of adjusting the content in terms of the
number of sentences in the initial, middle , and last part of the text indicates that
the principle of ordering the content from the simplest to the most difficult one
according to Flash and Fray readability techniques has not been observed, so
that the textbook begins with a difficult syllable in terms of the number of
syllables and continues with simple content in the middle and finally it ends
with difficult content . Since the difficulty level of content in terms of syllable
rates is more than usual, it is difficult for the learner to learn the content easily.

Keywords: readability, 12th grade geography textbook, Flash readability
formula, Fray, Gonick .
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