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This article presents a scientific analysis of speech acts in the play "What About Tomorrow?"
(Farda Che Mishavad?) by Ziad Rahbani, one of the prominent works of contemporary theater.
Written in 1978, this play is considered one of the most important theatrical works of the
Lebanese civil war period. This research utilizes the pragmatic theories of John Austin and John
Searle to examine five types of speech acts in the play's text, including directive, commissive,
expressive, representative, and declarative acts.The analysis reveals that directive acts
(commands, requests, and suggestions) have the highest frequency in the play and play a crucial
role in representing social power relations. Commissive acts (promises and oaths) reflect the
cultural and moral values of Lebanese society. Expressive acts reveal the psychological
complexities of the characters and are often intertwined with Lebanon's multilingual culture.
Representative acts reflect socio-economic realities, while the absence of declarative acts
symbolizes the characters' inability to change social conditions. Overall, more than half of the
play's utterances contain directive and expressive acts, indicating the tense and emotional
atmosphere of the war period. The research findings demonstrate that Rahbani, through creative
use of the Lebanese dialect (a combination of Arabic, French, English, and Aramaic), has created
multi-layered speech acts that not only narrate life in Lebanon during the civil war but also serve
as powerful tools for social and political criticism. This study shows that the characters' utterances
in the play, beyond conveying meaning, represent complex relationships of power, identity, and
social contradictions in Lebanese society. This linguistic analysis demonstrates how language in
this theatrical work transcends its role as a communication tool to become an agent for
transformation, criticism, and social impact.
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1. Representative Act



VEF Sle /) o,leds o 0,90 oy Wlodl g L) U‘“)S’J 30 B9 Ay VoY

rellislS 925 Sl soles 055 o050 (al 5 el (g lexiul (slac ;08 (L 5l (S olad]
590 &y Sko Sy ol 5 081 50 Cysm 00,8 Famy Gl anslr 40 o5 sl (Sin b
5 BT (elge degame i8S g oo o] iy calpliy 0,5 g0 3 1) gleiz uonns
(03 ()L el 5l el WS oo plate 0008 Sl 08 Sy o5 plaailas
5 E9 oo 54T Cenl (Slosuay Cust 09 se 00ieli Cugh (g (10 SraRd (sl
S ezl b (Ko olexl @y (o9 995 (lal 0500 Gl 4 098 o0 (e Lo &
ozl Cogn 5 055 Ay Cod 5,8 (2LST (60,8 Cuse WS oo T (258 Sl
O YA Jg85,0 00l3,5 5 5 Liogals) o)1, Ko 5l 0,8 a8 g jeas 5l canl & jle

delio Vg dely; Y Le gl olge ¥ Sy s by Legd s o LT L5 b Sia BT Lo»
€y )bae el ¥ iy ol axlgll Sy Slacy oa aldle (5 b Lo e

slacewlw 5l ) lepled 0 i S Sk g yo gobaidl Jolod S LS oduzey oo 0
Ozrbes @ jeeme |y o0 g ol olatll Glaclu ) angi pas 4y e a5 Cenl (g
SOlPE (595K S B o ]y (oK a8 (pl (2 (G)len b oansS S o 038
2 lis az i 35k 5l asS (oo or o0 g WS (oo 1) S laaally o oS a0 oo )|
3,185 0315l 5 095 lazg (59, 5l 65k

Sloline e ! Mlel 2S5 H-)-Y
dal, o T lo b plien a8 Line ool a5 098 oo oMol (sauas Cundg o oodlel 23S o
Slixe 4 055 Sy Ml B0 aldl 00 5 o olml (215 Codly g L) Olee il
Sl ales 5l el (59,0 u] 425 gl p GE"‘)"*’ aS e 6@)&‘ oS S sl
((F) VAR wooljes, g 050 lades) ail ails |) was Candg el Cumdlo ouiy 68
aS JLadl €038 o pdlel s 1) 010,18 ] e 0lo)1 )8 WSy 09 sl Judo a4 ;L
A ¢ (HOgeiisgaie ‘Qo)_fln)l.cl )| ..\_’|U)L».c "“’)"56" s> ‘_g)l_‘ﬁf u.._._f AW u_>‘ 9
Loyl plas g OO Fewd 30903 bl 90,5 (6,135 8l (poloanils (o SEl S o leS Cwns
slo S oS cod o Julow cpl Ll sloaisly 5l (SO (YA-YY VAT casd o Slisl)
aS Lo S goi oyl el ghoe Lo Jol> 055 £a050 (pl 45 Cewl daliigles jo oDl
©yad g plie a5l g wload iy pai Saaly )3 (6598 DS slml (sl S 0 sla0 50
syl 8 cledae o dsliinled slacaiasd 1y (gl cod oaud e ol jo w5yl Lols
Soislo e oled cads o Ole cpl o s by L) elaa] slacasdly alen a5

1. Declarative Act
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