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ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives This study offers a comparative analysis of
Henry Giroux’s and Paulo Freire’s critical perspectives on the identity

Keywords: and mission of teachers. Although emerging from different historical and
Brady’s method, Critical social contexts, both theorists view education as a political, cultural, and
pedagogy, Giroux, ethical process in which teachers act as agents of social transformation
Freire, Teacher identity, Teacher ~and critical public intellectuals. This shared perspective highlights the
mission need for systematic comparative research in this field. Methods The

study utilizes Brady’s four-stage comparative model description,
interpretation, juxtaposition, and comparison—to conduct a structured
Corresponding author and rigorous examination of the primary works of both thinkers Findings

sr.aghili@cfu.ac.ir The findings indicate that Freire conceptualizes education as liberatory
praxis grounded in dialogue, conscientization, and resistance to silence
and passivity. Giroux, by contrast, frames education as a cultural politics
of resistance, emphasizing opposition to neoliberalism and critique of
hegemonic power. Freire roots teacher identity in ethical responsibility,
while Giroux presents the teacher as a critical intellectual .Conclusion:

Integrating these views provides a context-sensitive framework for
transforming teacher education in Iran, shifting teachers toward socially
responsible agents of change.
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